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VILLAGE THEATRE ANNOUNCES THE 9TH ANNUAL YOUTH EDUCATION LUNCHEON
Event Features Tony Award-Winning Author Brian Yorkey



What: 
Ninth Annual Youth Education Luncheon


Featuring Master of Ceremonies, Dave Ross of 

“The Dave Ross Show”on News Talk 97.3 KIRO



Where: Francis J. Gaudette Theatre 

303 Front Street North
Issaquah, WA 98027



When: 
Tuesday, October 20, 2009
 



Noon-1:00 PM 





Tickets: $125 Suggested Donation


 Seating is reserved. For tickets and individual or corporate

  sponsorships, call Jessica Wright at (425) 392-1942 x151 or       

  jwright@villagetheatre.org
Issaquah, WA— Village Theatre will host its 9th Annual Youth Education Luncheon (YEL) on October 20, 2009 at the Francis J.Gaudette Theatre in downtown Issaquah. This event raises money for the free arts education programs provided by the distinctive and widely popular KIDSTAGE program, and the professional Pied Piper Student Matinee Series presented in Everett, Bellevue, and Mount Vernon. 
This year, the program will be led by Dave Ross of "The Dave Ross Show" on News Talk 97.3, and will feature special guest speaker Brian Yorkey, former associate artistic director for Village Theatre and Tony-award winning author of the Broadway musical Next to Normal. Yorkey went through the KIDSTAGE program, and has a firm hand in its various programs throughout the years. “It's pretty easy for me to draw a direct line between the work I do now, and what success I have had, and my days in the KIDSTAGE program,” Yorkey reflects. “It has so much to do with who I am on so many levels -- specific theatre skills, sure, and also things like self-confidence and leadership, and the many formative experiences I can trace to my days as a KIDSTAGE kid. But the time I've been able to spend as teacher and mentor has been so much more than the ‘giving back’ that I initially thought it would be. I've learned so much about creativity, writing, theatre, and human nature by being a part of a new KIDSTAGE generation. It's so present in my heart, all the time.”
KIDSTAGE and Pied Piper serve over 54,000 young people, families, and schools annually in a variety of ways. Over 15% of Village Theatre’s youth education participants receive scholarship tuition and free tickets. Additionally, tickets and tuitions are subsidized for all students to help keep all the programs affordable. Village Theatre is also able to use the funds received from the Youth Education Luncheon to offer free in-school workshops that complement Washington State’s Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs). These free art education programs are offered in over 30 districts throughout East King, North King, and Snohomish counties, and without the generous donations from supporters, none of it would be possible.
Kati Nickerson, director of youth education comments, “The success of our Youth Education Luncheon last year gave us the confidence and resources to increase our scholarship program to meet the severe spike in demand this season. Without funds raised from this event, we would have to drastically limit our free programs and increase prices for all participants. In a world where most schools have limited arts education programming, it is imperative that our programs remain accessible to all regardless of the ability to pay.”
All are welcome to Village Theatre’s Youth Education Luncheon, and all are welcome to donate regardless of attendance. Attendees will receive appetizers, a delicious box lunch, and dessert catered by Lombardi’s Neighborhood Italian Restaurant. There is no admission fee, and a minimum $125 suggested donation per person is requested. Seating is reserved.  For more information or to reserve your seat, please contact Jessica Wright, special events coordinator at (425) 392-1942 x 151 or jwright@villagetheatre.org.  

A special thank you goes to Village Theatre’s Ninth Annual Youth Education Luncheon Sponsors: Apex Foundation, InfoSpace, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Detlef Schrempf Foundation, Wells Fargo, Hammond Ashley Violins, US Bank, Eastside Pediatric Dental Group, Edward Jones Investments, and Craig Watjen.
About Village Theatre Youth Education:

KIDSTAGE is a performing arts training program in Issaquah and Everett for young people ages 3-20. KIDSTAGE offers classes, productions, and mentorships for young people that encourage teamwork and personal integrity, and foster self-esteem and an appreciation for live theatre. Fourteen percent of Village Theatre’s KIDSTAGE participants receive scholarships.
The KIDSTAGE Mission:

 

To provide a personal development program for young people which uses theatre arts:

· To teach creativity and responsibility

· To encourage teamwork and personal integrity

· To foster self-esteem and appreciation for live theatre

Pied Piper offers national touring educational performances to schools and families in Bellevue, Everett, Issaquah, and Mount Vernon. Each performance and in-school workshop complements and supports Washington State’s grade specific Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs). The arts have the power to bring educational objectives alive in ways that make them at once exciting and unforgettable, enabling the subject matter to resonate in ways not possible on page or even in the classroom. Thanks to generous support, performances are affordable and accessible to all members of the community and allow thousands of children to experience an in-school workshop.

About Village Theatre
Based in Issaquah, WA, with operations in Everett, Village Theatre is a leading producer of musical theatre in the Pacific Northwest. Producing entertaining quality productions for the entire family since 1979, Village Theatre has grown into one of the region's best-attended Equity theatres, with over 18,000 subscribers and 170,000 projected total attendance each season. Through its Village Originals program, Village Theatre is nationally recognized for its contribution to the development of new musicals, having launched over 80 new works to date. Village Theatre also takes pride in nurturing tomorrow’s audiences through its youth education programs, Pied Piper and KIDSTAGE, serving over 54,000 young people, families, and schools annually. 

 

 Village Theatre season sponsors are The Boeing Company, Continental Airlines, Microsoft, and Lombardi’s  

Village Theatre is also funded in part by 4Culture, ABODA, ArtsFund, ArtsUnited, Cascade Bank, City of Everett, City of Issaquah /Issaquah Arts Commission, Encore Arts Program, Frontier Bank, The Herald, Issaquah/Sammamish Reporter, National Endowment for the Arts, Overlake Hospital and Medical Center, PONCHO, Port Blakely Communities/Issaquah Highlands, Standing Ovation, WARM 106.9 FM, and Washington State Arts Commission. Village Theatre is a member of the National Alliance for Musical Theatre and Theatre Puget Sound.
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