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IMAGination runs wild in the KIDSTAGE Ensemble production of Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka, Jr. 
What: 

Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka, Jr.
Words and Music by Leslie Bricusse and Anthony Newley

Adapted for the Stage by Leslie Bricusse and Timothy A. McDonald

Based on the book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
Where: 
Everett Performing Arts Center
2710 Wetmore Avenue
Everett, WA 98201
When: 

February 14, 15, 19, and 20 at 7:30 PM



February 15 and 21 at 2:00 PM

Tickets:
$9-$11 – ON SALE NOW
Box Office: (425) 257-8600 or

www.villagetheatre.org

Everett, Wash. — Village Theatre KIDSTAGE Ensemble produces Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka, Jr., running on select dates, February 14-21, 2009 at the Everett Performing Arts Center. 

Come on a fantasy ride to a world of pure imagination. Roald Dahl's timeless story of the world-famous candy man and his quest to find an heir comes to life in this stage adaptation of Charlie and The Chocolate Factory. Songs by Leslie Bricusse (Jekyll & Hyde, Doctor Dolittle) and Anthony Newley from the classic family film Willy Wonka And The Chocolate Factory, including "The Candy Man" and "Pure Imagination" are included in this memorable score. Willy Wonka is a scrumdidilyumptious show guaranteed to delight everyone's sweet tooth.

This particular KIDSTAGE production of Willy Wonka, Jr. will celebrate elements of the original Roald Dahl novel, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The musical tells the story through the character Charlie’s eyes, and the audience will experience this through projections of crayon drawings. “As Charlie imagines what working in the factory must be like, from his Grandpa Joe's description, the audience will
more-
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see his crayon drawings of those daydreams projected on the stage. All the drawings are being created by the ensemble throughout the rehearsal process,” Loni Kappus, KIDSTAGE program manager explains.

Another fascinating and original element of this KIDSTAGE production is the vision for the Oompa Loompas. “Our Oompa Loompas harken back to some of Roald Dahl's original descriptions. They are from previously undiscovered Loompaland, which Willy Wonka traveled to, and are represented by all ages of students in the cast.  Most productions of this script would probably only use the youngest cast members as Oompa Loompas, but since they are an entirely different culture, it only makes sense that we would see as much age and size diversity within the Oompa Loompas as we would with the rest of the characters,” Kappus comments.

KIDSTAGE is a constantly evolving program, and so has become its Teen Access Program (TAP). TAP is a program that allows participating students to work alongside theatre professionals in areas such as performance, production, and teaching for theatre. Kappus comments, “We have really expanded our TAP program with this production. With three students working with the stage manager, two with the choreographer, and one each with the costume designer, props designers, and lighting designer, these teen students are learning technical theatre skills, mentored by professionals, and we’re thrilled with the progress we’re seeing.”
KIDSTAGE Ensemble’s production of Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka, Jr. features 51 fourth to eighth grade students from communities such as Everett, Marysville, Snohomish, Mukilteo with a selection of students from areas such as Granite Falls, Monroe, and Sultan. For more information or to schedule an interview, please contact Michelle Sanders at (425) 392-1942 x124 or at msanders@villagetheatre.org. Pre-production photos are available on our website: http://www.villagetheatre.org/photos_ks-ww-09ev.shtml. 
About Village Theatre KIDSTAGE:

Designed to encourage teamwork, personal integrity, self-esteem, and a life-long appreciation for live theatre, 
KIDSTAGE is a year-round performing arts training program in Issaquah, Everett, and Stanwood for young people ages 3-20. KIDSTAGE students participate in classes, workshops and full-scale KIDSTAGE productions. All performances are by KIDSTAGE students and classes are taught by professional theatrical instructors. 
About Village Theatre

Based in Issaquah, WA, with operations in Everett, Village Theatre is a leading producer of musical theatre in the Pacific Northwest. Producing entertaining quality productions for the entire family since 1979, Village Theatre has grown into one of the region's best-attended Equity theatres, with over 18,000 subscribers and 170,000 projected total attendance each season. Through its Village Originals program, Village Theatre is nationally recognized for its contribution to the development of new musicals, having launched over 80 new works to date. Village Theatre also takes pride in nurturing tomorrow’s audiences through its youth education programs, Pied Piper and KIDSTAGE, serving over 54,000 young people, families, and schools annually. 

Mission of Village Theatre:

· To be a regionally recognized and nationally influential center of excellence in family theatre

· To promote a season of top quality productions 

· To commission and produce new musicals that achieve national exposure

· To train young people in theatre skills for career opportunities and enriched lives

· To develop a broad based appreciation for live theatre

· To promote positive values through art

KIDSTAGE is made possible, in part, by Arts United, Bellevue Arts Commission, Citigroup Private Bank, City of Everett, City of Issaquah, Clear Image, Costco, Everett Clinic, Everett Cultural Commission, Fluke, Kobe Foundation, Snohomish County Tourism, Tulalip Tribes, US Bancorp, and Washington State Arts Commission.
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