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KIDSTAGE SUMMER INDEPENDENT takes on a classic this summer with West Side Story

Issaquah, Wash. — Village Theatre KIDSTAGE’s Summer Independent gears up to produce the classic musical West Side Story, set to run July 18–July 25, 2009 at the Francis J. Gaudette Theatre in downtown Issaquah. 


KIDSTAGE Summer Independent is the pinnacle of the KIDSTAGE program; the productions are planned far in advance and exhibit some of the finest talents KIDSTAGE has to offer. Generally composed of KIDSTAGE veterans, Summer Independent productions are also produced, designed, and directed entirely by young artists, and mentored by theatre professionals, setting Summer Independent apart from the other KIDSTAGE productions. This is the first production of West Side Story in KIDSTAGE history.
Set in the mid-1950s on Manhattan’s West Side, otherwise referred to as Hell’s Kitchen, the ground-breaking West Side Story tells the tale of a rivalry between two teenage gangs of differing ethnic 
and cultural backgrounds. The story sings to a beautifully classical score with music by Leonard Bernstein (Candide, On The Town) and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim (Into The Woods, Sweeney Todd). Suzie C. Bixler, KIDSTAGE programs manager comments, “Director Joey Bennett and his artistic team selected this musical for Summer Independent to give the students a chance to work on a classical musical. This show truly presents a challenge in both music direction and choreography, and we’re all excited to see what these students will do with it.”
KIDSTAGE Summer Independent’s production of West Side Story features 33 students, between the ages of 13-20 years old, from Auburn, Bellevue, Black Diamond, Bothell, Federal Way, Issaquah, Newcastle, Normandy Park, Northbend, Redmond, Renton, Sammamish, SeaTac, Seattle, Spanaway, and Woodinville.

For more information or to schedule an interview, please contact Michelle Sanders, Public Relations Manager at (425) 392-1942 x124 or at msanders@villagetheatre.org. Pre-production photos will be available on the Village Theatre website after June 30, 2009. 

- more -

Page Two…KIDSTAGE Summer Indpendent Takes On A Classic This Summer With West Side Story
What: 

West Side Story
Book by Arthur Laurents

Music by Leonard Bernstein

Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim

Based on Conception of Jerome Robbins

Based on Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet
Where: 
Francis J. Gaudette Theatre



303 Front Street North



Issaquah, WA 98027
When: 

July 18–July 25, 2009
Thursday through Sunday at 7:30 PM

Saturday, July 25 at 2:00 PM

Sunday, July 19 at 2:00 PM
Tickets:
$12-$14 – ON SALE NOW

Box Office: (425) 392-2202 or

www.villagetheatre.org
About Village Theatre KIDSTAGE:

Designed to encourage teamwork, personal integrity, self-esteem, and a life-long appreciation for live theatre, 
KIDSTAGE is a year-round performing arts training program in Issaquah, Everett, and Stanwood for young people ages 3-20. KIDSTAGE students participate in classes, workshops and full-scale KIDSTAGE productions. All performances are by KIDSTAGE students and classes are taught by professional theatrical instructors. 
About Village Theatre

Based in Issaquah, WA, with operations in Everett, Village Theatre is a leading producer of musical theatre in the Pacific Northwest. Producing entertaining quality productions for the entire family since 1979, Village Theatre has grown into one of the region's best-attended Equity theatres, with over 18,000 subscribers and 170,000 projected total attendance each season. Through its Village Originals program, Village Theatre is nationally recognized for its contribution to the development of new musicals, having launched over 80 new works to date. Village Theatre also takes pride in nurturing tomorrow’s audiences through its youth education programs, Pied Piper and KIDSTAGE, serving over 54,000 young people, families, and schools annually. 

Mission of Village Theatre:

· To be a regionally recognized and nationally influential center of excellence in family theatre

· To promote a season of top quality productions 

· To commission and produce new musicals that achieve national exposure

· To train young people in theatre skills for career opportunities and enriched lives

· To develop a broad based appreciation for live theatre

· To promote positive values through art

KIDSTAGE is made possible, in part, by Arts United, Bellevue Arts Commission, Citigroup Private Bank, City of Everett, City of Issaquah, Clear Image, Costco, Everett Clinic, Everett Cultural Commission, Fluke, Kobe Foundation, Snohomish County Tourism, Tulalip Tribes, US Bancorp, and Washington State Arts Commission.
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