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2009 TONY NOMINATIONS ANNOUNCED: NEXT TO NORMAL RECEIVES 11 NODS
BROADWAY MUSICAL GOT START AT VILLAGE THEATRE
Issaquah, WA—The nominees for the highly competitive 63rd Annual Tony Awards were announced this morning; Next To Normal, a new musical that got its start in Village Theatre’s Village Originals program received 11 nominations that include Best Musical, Best Book of A Musical, Best Original Score, and Best Direction of a Musical. Brian Yorkey—formerly Village Theatre’s associate artistic director—was nominated for his work as book writer and lyricist for Next To Normal. 

Yorkey’s relationship with Village Theatre runs deep. “One of the very lucky things I have in my life is the Village Theatre, because it's really home to me,” Yorkey comments in a recent interview with the now defunct Seattle Post-Intelligencer. Yorkey is a graduate of Issaquah High School and has been around Village Theatre for years. He is a KIDSTAGE alum, dedicated to the program—in 2002 Yorkey and Tom Kitt (composer for Next To Normal) wrote an original musical called In Your Eyes for the KIDSTAGE Company Originals program. Additionally, Yorkey has worked on a number of well-received Mainstage productions including Making Tracks, The Wedding Banquet, AIDA (co-directed with Steve Tomkins), and most recently The Important of Being Earnest. Village Theatre is thrilled to have him return next season to direct the Neil Simon play Lost in Yonkers. 

Next To Normal (formerly Feeling Electric) began as a staged reading at Village Theatre in March 2002. The creative team went on to develop the production further as a Village Originals workshop in June 2005. “We are so excited for Next To Normal and very happy for Brian and Tom. I have seen each version of Next To Normal and the work they have done to get to this Broadway production is absolutely amazing,” Robb Hunt, executive producer for Village Theatre.

For a complete listing of Next To Normal’s Tony nominations, please visit the official Tony Awards website at: www.tonyawards.com. For more information about Village Theatre or to schedule individual interviews, please contact Michelle Sanders, public relations manager at (425) 392-1942 x124 or msanders@villagetheatre.org.
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About Village Theatre
Based in Issaquah, WA, with operations in Everett, Village Theatre is a leading producer of musical theatre in the Pacific Northwest. Producing entertaining quality productions for the entire family since 1979, Village Theatre has grown into one of the region's best-attended Equity theatres, with over 18,000 subscribers and 170,000 projected total attendance each season. Through its Village Originals program, Village Theatre is nationally recognized for its contribution to the development of new musicals, having launched over 80 new works to date. Village Theatre also takes pride in nurturing tomorrow’s audiences through its youth education programs, Pied Piper and KIDSTAGE, serving over 54,000 young people, families, and schools annually. 
Mission of Village Theatre:

•
To be a regionally recognized and nationally influential center of excellence in family theatre

•
To promote a season of top quality productions 

•
To commission and produce new musicals that achieve national exposure

•
To train young people in theatre skills for career opportunities and enriched lives

•
To develop a broad based appreciation for live theatre

•
To promote positive values through art 
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