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VILLAGE ORIGINALS MUSICAL NEXT TO NORMAL WINS 3 TONY AWARDS
Village Theatre Veteran Brian Yorkey Wins Award for Best Original Score
Issaquah, WA—The Village Originals musical Next To Normal took home three Tony Awards at the 63rd Annual Tony Awards Ceremony last night. These categories include: 

BEST ORIGINAL SCORE 
(Music: Tom Kitt, Lyrics: Brian Yorkey)
BEST PERFORMANCE BY A LEADING ACTRESS IN A MUSICAL 
(Alice Ripley)
BEST ORCHESTRATIONS 
(Michael Starobin and Tom Kitt)
*This was a tie with “Billy Elliott.
Next To Normal (formerly titled Feeling Electric) began as a staged reading at Village Theatre in March 2002. The creative team went on to develop the production further as a Village Originals workshop in June 2005. Brian Yorkey (book/lyrics) is the former associate artistic director for Village Theatre, and was a pioneering force behind Village Theatre’s popular kids program KIDSTAGE.
After the Tony Award ceremony, Robb Hunt, Village Theatre’s executive producers exclaimed, “It was exciting to be there to support Brian (Yorkey) and Tom (Kitt), and wonderful for Village Theatre to be recognized.” Brian Yorkey comments, “Next to Normal started at Village Theatre (as Feeling Electric) and I started at Village Theatre, and this just seems like a great night to celebrate Village's commitment to new musicals. I was so glad to have Robb there to cheer us on, and celebrate, and I'm proud to say that Village Theatre is a big part of the Next to Normal story."
Yorkey will be with Village Theatre this summer to direct one of the six new works included in the 9th Annual Festival of New Musicals, the festival associated with Village Theatre’s coveted Village Originals 
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program. He is also set to direct Lost In Yonkers, the third production in Village Theatre’s 2009-2010 Season line-up. 
For more information or to schedule individual interviews, please contact Michelle Sanders, public relations and promotion manager for Village Theatre at (425) 392-1942 x124 or msanders@villagetheatre.org.
About Village Theatre
Based in Issaquah, WA, with operations in Everett, Village Theatre is a leading producer of musical theatre in the Pacific Northwest. Producing entertaining quality productions for the entire family since 1979, Village Theatre has grown into one of the region's best-attended Equity theatres, with over 18,000 subscribers and 170,000 projected total attendance each season. Through its Village Originals program, Village Theatre is nationally recognized for its contribution to the development of new musicals, having launched over 80 new works to date. Village Theatre also takes pride in nurturing tomorrow’s audiences through its youth education programs, Pied Piper and KIDSTAGE, serving over 54,000 young people, families, and schools annually. 
Mission of Village Theatre:

•
To be a regionally recognized and nationally influential center of excellence in family theatre

•
To promote a season of top quality productions 

•
To commission and produce new musicals that achieve national exposure

•
To train young people in theatre skills for career opportunities and enriched lives

•
To develop a broad based appreciation for live theatre

•
To promote positive values through art 
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