New York Times Reader Reviews of The Ark
Move over Technicolor Dreamcoat, November 14, 2005
Reviewer: summerfrom
If you are the kind of person who enjoys a show like Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat you will love The Ark. The music is just as fun but the characters are more rich. The show is packed with laugh out loud vaudeville moments and the interaction with the audience is delightful. I haven’t laughed so hard at a Broadway show since Fool Moon. The cast is absolutely wonderful. I was impressed by how seamlessly they could move from moments that were touching to moments that were hilarious.


Finally! Something GREAT for Everyone!, November 15, 2005
Reviewer: uncle_eno
I just got back from The Ark and my wife and I are still singing some catchy ol’ tunes. Seriously, I have never had so much fun at a show. But what’s even better is the fact that I enjoyed the show as much as my 12 year-old brother and 80 year-old grandparents who accompanied me. (That’s a first for my family.) It’s tough to find a decent show for everyone nowadays. 

One of my favorite things about The Ark was the fact that I could relate to every single character in the show. (As Jafeth responded to his wife with a series of “Yups” and “Uh-huhs,” my wife gave me a nice little poke to the ribs.) The marital and familial conflicts in The Ark made the show very satisfying for me as an adult, but I almost wish I could go back in time and watch the show through my little brother’s perspective. Really, the show is just magical. The idea that audience members are the animals just sucks you right in from the get-go and never gets old. The clever set and sound design, combined with frequent interaction from a stellar cast, really makes you feel like you’re a part of the show. 

The Ark is solid. I can’t wait to take more of my friends and family to enjoy “The Ark.” It’s a rare show that I would recommend to anyone and everyone, especially families. Uplifting, sincere, and very well executed. 

(If you decide to go, hold on to your hats for an unforgettable solo by Martha.) 

Experience The Ark, November 16, 2005
Reviewer: notgoofy2
The Ark is truly an original musical comedy, based loosely on the biblical story of Noah. This play is as much about family as it is about faith. The songs are reminiscent of the play Godspell but without the preachiness. The cast members are extremely talented and have great voices. The wives (Martha, Egyptus, Eliza and Sariah) steal the show with their numbers. You’ll be humming the tunes as you leave the theater. The show is just great fun!

The Ark - A Must See, November 15, 2005
Reviewer: ross3dk
I highly recommend The Ark as an entertaining and inspiring option for an evening of family fun. The audience-as-animals concept really works in this intimate theater to bring the audience into the show. The familiar story of Noah’s Ark is dramatic enough, but the stories about Noah’s 3 sons and their wives learning about themselves and each other, and overcoming a host of social, personal, and spiritual obstacles is what makes the show.

The music ranges from gospel to somewhat folksy, but it is all fantastic and I can’t get the lyrics out of my head. The show was rife with moments that made me laugh so hard my belly hurt, as well as moments that had me fighting back tears. 

Next time you are looking for something to do with your family, go ahead and get on board The Ark.

I Must Have a Cast Recording!, November 16, 2005
Reviewer: nygirl12
I am a 17 year old girl who loves theatre but so rarely gets to truly enjoy a show because there is not that much out there to enjoy. However, I LOVE The Ark! I saw it on Friday and I have had the songs stuck in my head ever since! I must have a cast recording because not knowing all of the lyrics/music is driving me mad! 

I highly recommend this show to everyone. It is one of the few shows on Broadway that will leave you wanting to be a better person. The characters are wonderful and the actors that portray them are terrific. (I love that Noah is a “lounge lizard.” It is so different from the crusty, old, gray-haired, long-bearded prophet one would expect. Adrian Zmed truly won me over.) You’ll love and pity Ham and his darling wife Egyptus. You’ll want to pinch Shem’s cheeks and shout “Amen” when Martha belts out her frustrations. You’ll laugh at Sariah’s silliness and swoon when Japeth starts to sing. 

Girls, go! It is romantic and fun! Parents, take them! You’ll love it, too! Don’t miss this show! It is too rare of a jewel.

A Little Joy, November 16, 2005
Reviewer: yorkus
There are still some of us for whom simple life, media indications otherwise, is worth the journey. I have read some of the recent reviews for this show - complaints that the “domestic” conflicts are so “trite.” I suspect that these critics are a little out of touch with the very real and very trite lives the rest of us happily live. Wayward sons, daughters-in-law - all the rest of it - not trite to me. But you know what is? Edgy. Edgy has become so unbelievably tiresome (yawn). 

This musical is a happy thing, a sort of lovely, joyful romp that gave me hope. It’ll make you happy - along with showing you a rousing good time. See the show - it’s worth it.

Calling all Animals, November 16, 2005
Reviewer: kalipoki
This fun, unpretentious portrayal of Noah and his family’s journey is as inspiring as it is enjoyable. The entire cast is phenomenal. Adrian Zmed in particular plays a Noah “crazy” enough to have built an ark in the first place. After all of the dramatizations of biblical stories that have been made, it’s refreshing to see such an eccentric and original portrayal of a familiar story. The music and lyrics are catchy, and despite some of the show’s “simple” aspects (like the unadorned yet hilarious “oh yeah” number) you’ll find yourself clapping along with your fellow animals.
Get on Board The Ark, October 24, 2005
Reviewer: buckman0
The Ark is a delightful and well executed musical about Noah’s Ark emphasizing the relationship and conflicts between Noah and his sometimes skeptical family. The excellent cast portrays the ancient characters with occasional quirky humor that gives them an air of modernity. DB Bonds is outstanding as Noah’s son Ham. His posture and facial expressions demonstrate the tension between them while his voice and eyes celebrate their joyful reconciliation. It is an enjoyable experience. Don’t miss The Ark.

Very Enjoyable Show, October 30, 2005
Reviewer: tlp1049
The Ark was a very enjoyable performance. All of the performers are very talented and pleasing to watch. The set was nicely done, to depict the inside of The Ark. Choosing to make the audience the animals on The Ark was an amusing concept. Hearing the animal sound effects made it very believable, that the animals were there. This is a very “fun” look at life on The Ark for Noah and his family, that an entire family can enjoy together. My only disappointment was the poster advertising the show does not depict the “fun & down-to earth” format of this show. The catchy songs are still in my head to remind me of a very enjoyable experience.

Come aboard and Enjoy, November 15, 2005
Reviewer: walt4321
A wonderful refreshing joy to sail along with a GREAT Cast. It is fun, the music wonderful, a terrific cruise with Noah.

