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VILLAGE THEATRE KIDSTAGE’S SUMMER INDEPENDENT

PRODUCES YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE BROWN
Everett, Wash. — Village Theatre KIDSTAGE Summer Independent produces You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, running June 18-20, 2009 at the Everett Performing Arts Center.  


Based on Charles Schulz’s Peanuts comic strip, this award winning musical is a bright, fun, and lively experience for all ages. The charming story is told through a series of songs and vignettes that mimic the four-panel format used by the original carton strip. From Valentine’s Day to baseball season, each scene captures the character and spirit of Charlie Brown and his memorable friends. Join Snoopy, Lucy, Linus, Schroeder, and the rest of the gang as they discover the true meaning of happiness in this engaging and timeless musical-comedy.
Produced, designed, and directed entirely by young artists between the ages of 13-20, this KIDSTAGE production boasts a small cast of just seven students. Student director Hannah Schuerman comments, "One of the biggest challenges of directing or teaching my peers is in finding the balance of authority, mutual respect, and friendship. I want to be a leader without being a dictator and I think I'm finding the way to do that. I'm using a collaborative rehearsal process similar to the Viewpoints techniques, where each cast member is so knowledgeable about his or her own character, that they know when and how to move during scenes. It makes the work go faster, because I don't have to tell each person what to do for every minute of the show." 

Summer Independent productions are the pinnacle of the KIDSTAGE program as they allow students to truly produce the show on their own with professional mentorship provided by Village Theatre artists and staff along the way. This particular production in unique in that the time frame for putting the show together is limited and the cast is much smaller than a normal KIDSTAGE production. Kati Nickerson, director of youth education for Village Theatre comments, "The compressed rehearsal time really turns up the heat on the whole rehearsal process. These students are finishing up the school year while producing and entire, full-length musical by themselves. We are excited to see them rise to the occasion."
– more –
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For more information or to arrange an individual interview, please contact Michelle Sanders, public relations and promotions manager at (425) 392-1942 x124 or at msanders@villagetheatre.org. 
What:  

You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown

Based on the comic strip Peanuts by Charles M. Schulz

Book, Music, and Lyrics by Clark Gesner

Additional Dialogue by Michael Mayer

Additional Music and Lyrics by Andrew Lippa

Directed by Hannah Schuerman

Choreographed by Amanda Hamill

Musical Direction by Hannah Schuerman

Where: 
In Everett: Everett Performing Arts Center

2710 Wetmore Avenue

Everett, WA 98201
When:
Everett Dates: June 18-20, 2009 – ON SALE NOW
Thursday and Friday: 7:30 PM

Saturday: 2:00 PM and 7:30 PM



Tickets:
$10 -- Box Office (425) 257-8600 or (888) 257-3722




www.villagetheatre.org 
About Village Theatre KIDSTAGE:

Designed to encourage teamwork, personal integrity, self-esteem, and a life-long appreciation for live theatre, KIDSTAGE is a year-round performing arts training program in Issaquah, Everett, and Stanwood for young people ages 3-20. KIDSTAGE students participate in classes, workshops and full-scale KIDSTAGE productions. All performances are by KIDSTAGE students and classes are taught by professional theatrical instructors. 
About Village Theatre

Based in Issaquah, WA, with operations in Everett, Village Theatre is a leading producer of musical theatre in the Pacific Northwest. Producing entertaining quality productions for the entire family since 1979, Village Theatre has grown into one of the region's best-attended Equity theatres, with over 18,000 subscribers and 170,000 projected total attendance each season. Through its Village Originals program, Village Theatre is nationally recognized for its contribution to the development of new musicals, having launched over 80 new works to date. Village Theatre also takes pride in nurturing tomorrow’s audiences through its youth education programs, Pied Piper and KIDSTAGE, serving over 54,000 young people, families, and schools annually. 

Mission of Village Theatre:

· To be a regionally recognized and nationally influential center of excellence in family theatre

· To promote a season of top quality productions 

· To commission and produce new musicals that achieve national exposure

· To train young people in theatre skills for career opportunities and enriched lives

· To develop a broad based appreciation for live theatre

· To promote positive values through art

KIDSTAGE is made possible, in part, by Arts United, Bellevue Arts Commission, Citigroup Private Bank, City of Everett, City of Issaquah, Clear Image, Costco, Everett Clinic, Everett Cultural Commission, Fluke, Kobe Foundation, Snohomish County Tourism, Tulalip Tribes, US Bancorp, and Washington State Arts Commission.
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