[image: image1.jpg]



PRESS RELEASE





             DATE: July 7, 2009


  Media Contact: Michelle Sanders, Public Relations Manager
 (425) 392-1942 x124

msanders@villagetheatre.org
www.villagetheatre.org
DIRECTORS AND MUSIC DIRECTORS STACK UP FOR VILLAGE THEATRE’S 30th ANNIVERSARY SEASON
Everett and Issaquah, WA—Village Theatre is pleased to announce the directors and music directors for next season’s highly anticipated theatre line up. Artistic director Steve Tomkins gave his directorial debut at Village Theatre in the 1988. This upcoming season marks his seventeenth season with Village Theatre, after having been nominated for an NAACP Award for his work in a Los Angeles production of the new musical City Kid. Tomkins is set to direct three of next season’s musical productions.

Chasing Nicolette
Music by David Friedman

Book and Lyrics by Peter Kellogg
September 17–November 22, 2009
Penned by the same writing team that brought last season’s hit new musical Stunt Girl to the Mainstage, Chasing Nicolette will be directed and choreographed by Steve Tomkins with co-direction by on-stage favorite Eric Polani Jensen (Beauty and the Beast as Beast; Stunt Girl as Howard). Jensen has a long history working within the Village Originals program where he has directed a number of readings including Chasing Nicolette (2008) and Once Upon a Time in New Jersey (2004)—a production he went on to assistant direct with Steve Tomkins for the Mainstage in 2007. R.J. Tancioco returns to Village Theatre to music direct. Tancioco’s previous credits include Stunt Girl and Once Upon A Time in New Jersey at Village Theatre; Hair and Smokey Joe’s Café at The 5th Avenue Theatre. This team of directors will be collaborating with a number of artisans who designed Stunt Girl last season, including scenic design by Scott Fyfe and costume design by Melanie Burgess.
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Meet Me in St. Louis

Music by Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane

Book by Hugh Wheeler
November 11, 2009–January 31, 2010

Steve Tomkins will direct and choreograph the holiday production, Meet Me in St. Louis. A show that focuses on family relationships, Meet Me in St. Louis is another opportunity for Tomkins’ to utilize his beautiful vision for storytelling. His last season’s holiday production, Beauty and the Beast, took home a Seattle Times Footlight Award surely due in part to his masterful staging abilities. Meet Me in St. Louis boasts musical direction by Village Theatre resident music director Tim Symons (Beauty and the Beast, AIDA). Symons has been part of the music department at Village Theatre for over twelve years, and involved in over 60 productions.
Lost in Yonkers

By Neil Simon

January 20–March 28, 2010

Former Village Theatre associate artistic director, Tony-award winning author of the Broadway hit Next To Normal, and KIDSTAGE alum Brian Yorkey will be here in January 2010 to direct the Pulitzer Prize-winning Neil Simon play, Lost in Yonkers. Yorkey’s theatre credits include Making Tracks, which played Off-Broadway and regionally; the musical adaptation of Ang Lee’s The Wedding Banquet; and the new country musical Play It By Heart. Yorkey’s recent Village Theatre director credits include The Importance of Being Earnest, The Who’s TOMMY, and co-direction of AIDA.
The Gypsy King

Book, Music, and Lyrics by Randy Rogel

Conceived and Created by Kirby Ward and Randy Rogel

March 17–May 23, 2010

Rich Gray makes his Mainstage directorial debut at Village Theatre with the new musical romp The Gypsy King. Gray has directed a number of Village Originals readings including last year’s Festival 
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reading of The Gypsy King and the 2007 Festival reading of Iron Curtain. Gray is a well-known director, composer, and actor around the Seattle-area with a long history of music directing for The 5th
 Avenue Theatre. R.J. Tancioco will return to Village Theatre’s 2009-2010 Season to music direct this new work. Village Theatre’s resident music director Tim Symons comments, "R.J. has a unique and wonderful ability when it comes to working on new musicals. His ability to work with composers to create the best possible sound is unmatched in the Seattle area. We are excited to have him on board for both of the season’s new works.”
42nd Street

Music by Harry Warren ∙ Lyrics by Al Dubin

Book by Michael Stewart and Mark Bramble
May 12–August 1, 2010

A seasoned director-choreographer, Village Theatre is thrilled to have Steve Tomkins put his years of experience to work on the tap dance spectacular, 42nd Street. A Seattle Times Footlight Award winning choreographer, Tomkins has garnered critical acclaim over the years for his work, having choreographed dozens of productions for Village Theatre alone. Musical direction for Village Theatre’s production of 42nd Street will be done by Bruce Monroe (Show Boat; The King and I) and Village Theatre resident music director, Tim Symons (Meet Me in St. Louis).
Village Theatre Mainstage Subscription packages are on sale now, ranging in price $75-$235 (Issaquah) and $65-$205 (Everett). Single tickets go on sale August 2009 (Issaquah), ranging $19-$59 and September 2009 (Everett), ranging $17-$52. Precise on-sale dates will be announced throughout the season. All tickets are available via the Village Theatre Box Office at (425) 392-2202 (Issaquah) and (425) 257-8600 (Everett), or online at www.villagetheatre.org. Performances take place at the Francis J. Gaudette Theatre in Issaquah located at 303 Front Street North and at the Everett Performing Arts Center located at 2710 Wetmore Avenue. 
For more information about the upcoming season or to arrange an interview, please contact Michelle Sanders, Public Relations Manager at (425) 392-1942 x124 or msanders@villagetheatre.org.
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About Village Theatre
Based in Issaquah, WA, with operations in Everett, Village Theatre is a leading producer of musical theatre in the Pacific Northwest. Producing entertaining quality productions for the entire family since 1979, Village Theatre has grown into one of the region's best-attended Equity theatres, with over 18,000 subscribers and 170,000 projected total attendance each season. Through its Village Originals program, Village Theatre is nationally recognized for its contribution to the development of new musicals, having launched over 80 new works to date. Village Theatre also takes pride in nurturing tomorrow’s audiences through its youth education programs, Pied Piper and KIDSTAGE, serving over 54,000 young people, families, and schools annually. 

Village Theatre season sponsors are The Boeing Company, Continental Airlines, Microsoft, and Lombardi’s  

Village Theatre is also funded in part by 4Culture, ABODA, ArtsFund, ArtsUnited, Cascade Bank, City of Everett, City of Issaquah /Issaquah Arts Commission, Encore Arts Program, Frontier Bank, The Herald, Issaquah/Sammamish Reporter, National Endowment for the Arts, Overlake Hospital and Medical Center, PONCHO, Port Blakely Communities/Issaquah Highlands, Standing Ovation, WARM 106.9 FM, and Washington State Arts Commission. Village Theatre is a member of the National Alliance for Musical Theatre and Theatre Puget Sound.
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