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VILLAGE THEATRE ANNOUNCES 2009-2010 MAINSTAGE SEASON 
Season marks Theatre’s 30th Anniversary

Everett and Issaquah, WA—Village Theatre is excited to announce its 2009-2010 Mainstage Season. This is Village Theatre’s 30th Anniversary Season and it boasts a collection of incredible shows never before produced for the Village Theatre Mainstage. These five shows are packed with fresh comedy and unforgettable musical theatre moments that will be produced with the degree of professionalism and high-quality production values audiences have come to expect from Village Theatre.


The season features two classic American musicals including the much-loved Meet Me in St. Louis and tap-dancing spectacular 42nd Street. A bittersweet coming of age story will preside over the Mainstage with Neil Simon’s non-musical masterwork, Lost in Yonkers. Fulfilling its mission of supporting and producing new musical works, Village Theatre is also thrilled to bring Chasing Nicolette and The Gypsy King, two bright and compelling musical comedies, to the season line up.
Village Theatre’s complete 2009-2010 Season schedule includes the following:


New Musical Comedy – WEST COAST PREMIERE
CHASING NICOLETTE
Book and Lyrics by Peter Kellogg

Music by David Friedman

Issaquah: September 16-October 25, 2009

Everett: October 30-November 22, 2009

Disney composer and conductor David Friedman (Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin, Pocahontas, Hunchback, Lizzie McGuire) has teamed with two-time Tony award nominee Peter Kellogg (Anna Karenina) to develop the all-new, clever musical comedy, Chasing Nicolette. A 2008 Festival of New Musicals audience favorite, this musical premiered at Connecticut’s Westport Country Playhouse in 2000 and ran at the Philadelphia’s Prince Theatre in 2004. This hilarious yet touching new musical charts the love between a Christian count and a Muslim princess in a time of war, hatred, and prejudice – except that the year happens to be 1224. Based on the French Romance, “Aucassin and Nicolette,” Chasing Nicolette confronts the two lovers with endlessly hysterical obstacles: angry parents, murky dungeons, swashbuckling swordplay, a man-hungry convent school graduate, and one very put-upon servant. This must-see new work boasts a melodic score that is both romantic and quirky, with sharp, funny lyrics that accompany a surprising and clever book that will charm you with every word. Chasing Nicolette is a rollicking, romantic comedy you’ll want to see again and again.

MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS
Music by Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane

Book by Hugh Wheeler

Issaquah: November 11, 2009-January 3, 2010

Everett: January 8-31, 2010
Debuting on Broadway in 1989, over 40 years after the film version of this musical was released, this show was nominated for a variety of Tony-awards, including “Best Musical”. Adapted from the beloved film, Meet Me in St. Louis is a heartwarming American classic that tells a story of happiness and family love that all ages will enjoy. As the curtain rises on the famous World’s Fair in 1904, this extraordinary musical follows the Smith family and the move that threatens to change their lives forever. Memorable tunes like “The Trolley Song,” “Meet Me in St. Louis,” and “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” will have you singing along in no time.
LOST IN YONKERS

By Neil Simon

Issaquah: January 20-February 28, 2010

Everett: March 5-28, 2010
Written by Neil Simon, one of Broadway’s most widely regarded playwrights, Lost in Yonkers was the winner of four Tony Awards (including "Best Play"), the Pulitzer Prize, and the Drama Desk Award for Best New Play in 1991. This remarkable coming of age story is about two young brothers who are forced to enter a dysfunctional household consisting of their formidable grandmother, their dim-witted aunt, and their Uncle Louie, a small-time thug. As comical as it is poignant, this Neil Simon masterwork is an examination of lives in an oppressive household, with a dramatic climax that will certainly leave you spellbound.

A New Musical – WORLD PREMIERE

THE GYPSY KING

Book, Music, and Lyrics by Randy Rogel

Conceived and Created by Kirby Ward and Randy Rogel

Issaquah: March 17-April 25, 2010

Everett: April 30-May 23, 2010
A Village Originals smash hit written by Emmy-award winner Randy Rogel, The Gypsy King will bring over-the-top hilarity to Village Theatre’s Mainstage. A recipient of a rare and prestigious Peabody Award and winner of two Annie Awards for his work in animation, Rogel is also an award-winning actor. “The Gypsy King is less like Rent and Miss Saigon and is more like the old school productions of Guys and Dolls and The Music Man,” Rogel comments. The musical has had readings in Chicago, Ohio, London, and New York; it was part of the 2008 Festival of New Musicals at Village Theatre and just wrapped up a more involved workshop presentation with the Village Originals program at First Stage Theatre. The story follows Leo and Frederick, a father-son acting duo whose unfortunate run in with the royal guard causes quite the royal ruckus. Bearing a curious resemblance to the arrogant Prince Alfonse, Frederick finds himself in a dangerous position. Audiences will laugh riotously as they follow his adventures into the middle of an assassination plot that takes him through a maze of castle doors, to the bottom of a moat, and beyond. With a classic vaudeville feel, this new musical romp excites with its fast-paced comedic action. Rogel comments, “The target audience for The Gypsy King is anyone who loves great music and loves to laugh.” 

42ND STREET

Music by Harry Warren

Lyrics by Al Dubin

Book by Michael Stewart and Mark Bramble 

Issaquah: May 12-July 3, 2010

Everett: July 9-August 1, 2010

Premiering on Broadway in 1980, 42nd Street ran for 3,486 performances, becoming the eleventh longest running show in Broadway history.  The production was nominated for and awarded a variety of Tony and Drama Desk awards, three of which included the Tony-awards for “Best Musical” and “Best Choreography,” and the Drama Desk award for “Outstanding Choreography.” This musical super-hit is brimming with dazzling synchronized tap-dance and snappy tunes, and will close out Village Theatre’s 30th Anniversary Season. Ingénue Peggy Sawyer, fresh from Pennsylvania, gets her big break in New York when the star of the show is injured in rehearsal. Watch as dreams come true in this glorious, musical celebration of Broadway. Tap along to your favorite musical numbers with “We’re in the Money,” “Shuffle Off to Buffalo,” and “Lullaby of Broadway.”

Village Theatre Mainstage Subscription packages are on sale now, ranging in price $75-$235 (Issaquah) and $65-$205 (Everett). Single tickets go on sale August 2009 (Issaquah), ranging $19-$59 and September 2009 (Everett), ranging $17-$52. Precise on-sale dates will be announced throughout the season. All tickets are available via the Village Theatre Box Office at (425) 392-2202 (Issaquah) and (425) 257-8600 (Everett), or online at www.villagetheatre.org. Performances take place at the Francis J. Gaudette Theatre in Issaquah located at 303 Front Street North and at the Everett Performing Arts Center located at 2710 Wetmore Avenue. 
For more information about the upcoming season or to arrange an interview, please contact Michelle Sanders, Public Relations manager at (425) 392-1942 x124 or msanders@villagetheatre.org.
About Village Theatre
Based in Issaquah, WA, with operations in Everett, Village Theatre is a leading producer of musical theatre in the Pacific Northwest. Producing entertaining quality productions for the entire family since 1979, Village Theatre has grown into one of the region's best-attended Equity theatres, with over 18,000 subscribers and 170,000 projected total attendance each season. Through its Village Originals program, Village Theatre is nationally recognized for its contribution to the development of new musicals, having launched over 80 new works to date. Village Theatre also takes pride in nurturing tomorrow’s audiences through its youth education programs, Pied Piper and KIDSTAGE, serving over 54,000 young people, families, and schools annually. 

Village Theatre season sponsors are The Boeing Company, Continental Airlines, Microsoft, and Lombardi’s  

Village Theatre is also funded in part by 4Culture, ABODA, ArtsFund, ArtsUnited, Cascade Bank, City of Everett, City of Issaquah /Issaquah Arts Commission, Encore Arts Program, Frontier Bank, The Herald, Issaquah/Sammamish Reporter, National Endowment for the Arts, Overlake Hospital and Medical Center, PONCHO, Port Blakely Communities/Issaquah Highlands, Standing Ovation, WARM 106.9 FM, and Washington State Arts Commission. Village Theatre is a member of the National Alliance for Musical Theatre and Theatre Puget Sound.
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