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Get Ready to Shake, Rattle n’ Roll
with Bye Bye Birdie Like Never Before

Continued from front page 1

amazing talents of our cast and production team while giving audiences the opportunity
to enjoy this classic musical in a whole new way.”

“A unique aspect of this production is our interpretation of Conrad Birdie’s character,”
added costume designer Denise Damico. “The late 50s/early 60s was when teens really
started to develop their own culture through looks and attitude; they were often
influenced by their favorite music and movie stars, so I wanted to give Conrad that
special ‘rock star’ quality, while also making him accessible as a ‘real’ person.”

Swaying away from the typical Grease-look, Damico scoured magazines, catalogues, and
sewing patterns from 1958 to 1962, looking to artists and fashion designers of the time,
to create original pieces evocative of the time without mimicking any particular look
represented in previous productions.

Creating a show as popular as Bye Bye Birdie can easily present challenges in keeping it
relevant and fresh. Village Theatre has tapped into a wide talent pool, many new to the
show, enabling us to produce Bye Bye Birdie with enthusiasm and a novel point of view.

Having never designed the show before, nor seen it, veteran scenic designer Robert
Dahlstrom (ACT Theatre, Intiman Theatre, Pacific Northwest Ballet, American
Conservatory Theater, International Theatre Center of Moscow) brings a unique
approach to designing the set and working with Tomkins to bring his vision to stage.

“Steve Tomkins is a terrific collaborator for me because he knows the musical theatre
canon to a degree that I will never achieve. Secure in that expertise, he lets me, in my
comparative ignorance, invent environments for old standards that have nothing to do
with previous productions,” said Dahlstrom. “For sets, making sense of a place without
making an exact picture of a place interests me. Steve lets me do that, and then he fills that
space with wonderful movement and character.”

Adding an extra fresh dollop of perspective are first timers to Bye Bye Birdie, Jason Collins
(Albert Perterson) and Cara Rudd (Kim
MacAfee). Both are seasoned

What’s your favorite
memory of Bye Bye Birdie?

“The women swooning over me [Conrad]. They may have
been just acting, but they did a great job!”
—Dan Connor (Birdie) on playing Conrad Birdie
for the first time.

Dap Conney

“Although [ haven’t ever performed in Bye Bye Birdie, |
remember when my family watched the movie version. We

laughed the entire way through and had “The Telephone
Hour” running through our heads for the next month. My
mother would wake my sister and me up in the morning by

opening the door and singing, ‘Hi Cara...
What's the story? Morning Glory!...".”
—Cara Rudd (Kim MacAfee)

Cara Rudd

actors, but neither have performed
in the musical up to now.

“I bring the versatility of high-
energy physical humor and classic,
tongue-in-cheek style musical
comedy, along with actual sincerity,
which I believe in a broadly
painted, character driven show like
Birdie, is essential for bringing it to
a new level for today’s audiences,”

said Collins.

“I see Kim as this teenager who
wants to have a bit of an edge to
her, like she sees in Rosie. Yet,
deep down, she’s just an innocent
little girl,” added Rudd. “As
Jonathan Frank wrote in Talkin’
Broadway when I played Fredrika
Armfelt in A Little Night Music at
The 5th Avenue Theatre in 2001,
‘Cara Rudd brings a charming sense
of knowing innocence to Fredrika.’
I hope I bring that same ‘charming
innocence’ to the role of Kim,
along with her strong desire to live
the life she wants to.”

Tomkins concludes that

every production is a unique
collaboration, yielding exceptional,
unpredictable results. “That’s the
magic of live theatre. No two
shows are ever the same.”

Bring the entire family to this
hilarious one-of-a-kind production
of Bye Bye Birdie only at Village
Theatre in Issaquah November
8-December 31, 2006, and in

Did you know...

¢ The original Broadway production of Bye Bye
Birdie was expected to come and go with no
promise of success—it had no box-office worthy
stars, the librettist, lyricist, and composer were
all writing their first full-length musical, and
the producer was a relative unknown.

¢ Bye Bye Birdie played on Broadway for 607
performances at the Martin Beck Theatre and
268 performances in London at Her Majesty's

Theatre.

® The name Conrad Birdie was a play off of the
name Conway Twitty, who at the time was
more of a rock ‘n roller than a country singer.

e A duet between Rosie and Kim, “Older and
Wiser”, was cut from the show during the
Boston try-outs and replaced with “What Did
I Ever See in Him?”

e Rikki Lee Travolta, who headlined a 1997
stage tour, was so convincing as the Elvis-
inspired Conrad Birdie that the National
Association of Amateur Elvis Impersonators
voted to make him an honorary member.

e Other famous alumni of Bye Bye Birdie
include Tommy Tune, Steve Zahn, Doris
Roberts, Rue McClanahan, Gary Sandy, Randy
Jones of the Village People, Marc Kudisch,
Rachel Bilson, Jeff Trachta, Dick Van Dyke,
Chita Rivera, Paul Lynde, Ann-Margret, Bobby
Rydell, Jason Alexander, Vanessa L. Williams,
Chynna Phillips, George Wendt, Kevin
McCurrach, Rosie Forst, Kyle Spratley, Tracy
Schut, Melissa Appleton, Gene Rayburn, Evelyn
Rudie, Charles Nelson Reilly, and Tyne Daly.

Source: www.wikipedia.com

Everett January 5-21, 2007. For tickets, call (425) 392-2202 for Issaquah and
(425) 257-8600 for Everett or visit us online at www.villagetheatre.org.
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VILLAGE ORIGINALS

Village Originals New Musicals: The Festival and Beyond!
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that have pre-

throughout the United States and the rest of the world.
Shows like The Wedding Banquet, Girl of My Dreams, The

had their start at the Festival of New Musicals and have
since moved on to other future successes. And recent

Musicals in 2000,
miered at First Stage Theatre have been making waves
Tutor, Once Upon a Time in New Jersey, and many more all
festivals are no exception.

The Last Starfighter. Ensemble after Alex (Brian Earp, cen-
ter) beat the world record for The Last Starfighter video
game. Photo by Team Photogenic.

Premiering at the Sixth Annual Festival of New Musicals
in August 2006, The Last Starfighter saw the classic 1980s
film favorite wittingly transformed into a full scale musical,
with KIDSTAGE alumnae Brian Earp and Jessica Skerritt
taking the leads as Alex and Maggie (respectively). This
September, Earp and Skeritt reprised their roles when The
Last Starfighter stormed its way into the New York Musical

Village Theatre.

Theatre Festival (NYMF) in a reading co-produced by

“I'd never performed in New York, and I was excited to see

how the show was received by a different audience in a
different city,” said Earp. “It was interesting to see how the
show’s chemistry evolved over the course of its three
performance run.”

Hailed as the “Sundance of musical theatre,” NYMF is a
prestigious festival that, given its relatively young age, has
become a proving ground and launching pad for new
musicals. The Last Starfighter fought out hundreds of other

Continued on back page
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When pop idol Conrad Birdie comes to Sweet Apple,
Ohio, for one last appearance before he joins the army,
the whole town is abuzz. For some, it's the rock n' roll;
for others, sharing the spotlight of celebrity. But one
thing is sure: big things are happening in Sweet Apple
and everyone happily goes along for the ride!

@Eﬂf]ﬂﬁ |

Each year, big things happen at Village Theatre. Classic and contemporary theatre productions blend together
for seasons that energize, entertain and move us, and we, too, happily go along for the ride.

That's one reason why The Boeing Company is pleased to partner with Village Theatre as the corporate
sponsor of Bye Bye Birdie and the other exciting productions in the 2006-2007 lineup. Another is that at
Boeing, we believe in the unifying power of the arts. The arts celebrate individual expression, and they call us
to open ourselves to new ideas and allow us to look at the world through someone else's eyes.

Partnering with Village Theatre is just one example of Boeing's long-standing commitment to communities in
the Puget Sound area. Each year, Boeing, its employees, and retirees contribute more than $40 million, and
millions of volunteer hours, to arts, cultural and educational projects, and organizations that make the places we
call home even better and help us connect with each other in new and meaningful ways.

Enjoy the ride!

Media Sponsors

. BIGink is proud to support Village Theatre. We welcome the opportunity to “give
- back” and support programs which promote a sense of community and enhance the
BIGIn ir  lives of others.
This goal has served us well by fostering relationships with local groups and creating awareness for a variety of interests.
By donating printed materials and resources, we can help increase exposure to worthy causes and help reduce the
expenses for non-profit organizations. At the same time, we gain recognition for our company and instill a sense of
pride among our employees.

We look forward to our involvement with Village Theatre and supporting its success.

Enjoy the show!

Issaquah Signs is proud to help sponsor Village Theatre through in-kind
contributions of the signage throughout the Francis J. Gaudette lobby. Issaquah
Signs is dedicated to providing its clients with high-quality professional signage
and digital printing, as well as exceptional service and experience.

[SSAQUAH

For 17 years, Issaquah Signs has not only produced excellent signage, but have also been active members in the
community in which they work. Sponsoring organizations like Village Theatre is yet another way Issaquah Signs
can give back to the community while also helping local businesses gain exposure through first-rate signage.

Issaquah Signs congratulates Village Theatre on its many successes and is pleased to be a part of the continued and
growing vitality of the Issaquah community.

“Hello, this is
from Village Theatre.
May I speak to &

n an effort to meet our goals before the end of our
fiscal year on August 31, 2006, Village Theatre took
to the phones to raise much needed funds for all of

our programs. And you ANSWERED!

calling

answer. Who knows, you might have the opportunity
to speak with our executive producer Robb Hunt or
artistic director Steve Tomkins or one of the stars of
Village Theatre.

Again, thank you for helping us meet our goals and
leap into our 2006-2007 Season. We couldn’t do it
without your support. And to make sure that you
know how much your support means to us, Village
Theatre puts the FUN in Fundraising with our donor
benefits. Last year, Village Theatre updated our donor
benefits with new levels and benefits, which are effec-
tive Fall 2006. To learn more about the benefits and
to join our donor family, go to www.villagetheatre.org
or call (425)392-1942 x138 in Issaquah and (425)
257-6373 in Everett.

Your generosity was astounding . . . in just two weeks we

raised nearly $60,000 from 825 new donors.

Not only did we garner much needed support, we also
had a great time talking with each and every one of
you. Chatting with you about the season—what you
liked and what you didn’t like; how long you have been
a subscriber or what you want to see more of. Your
comments were very gratifying and also very insightful.

So, if Village Theatre calls the next time, be sure and



Village Voices ® October 2006

Page 4

YOUTH EDUCATION

A Payoff for the Young Members of Bye Bye Birdie

s the oft-
performed

VillagéTheatre A i
KIDSTAGE nigh-school theatre

ensembles, it is no

surprise that Village
Theatre’s hands-on theatre training program for young
people, KIDSTAGE, produced Bye Bye Birdie in February
2004, continuing the tradition of this story about inno-
cence evolving into maturity. This season, Bye Bye Birdie
hits the Mainstage, featuring a large contingent of youthful
performers—eight members age 20 or younger. And it is the
KIDSTAGE program that has played an integral role in
preparing four out of those eight students for the challenge
of performing in a professional Mainstage production at

Village Theatre.

“I'm definitely
excited. It’s my
favorite show
that I've

ever done,”
remarked
13-year-old
Morgan
McFalls,

who performed
the role of
Randolph
MacAfee

for the
KIDSTAGE
production of
Bye Bye Birdie
and who won the rigorous audition to play Randolph in
the Mainstage production.

Morgan McFalls as Randolph and John
Deveney as Mr. MacAfee in Bye Bye
Birdie. Photo by Team Photogenic.

McFalls’ knowledge of the role through his KIDSTAGE
experience was certainly helpful in the Mainstage audition
as he knew the songs, making for an easy read. He also
found his KIDSTAGE classroom experience to be very
helpful as a result of his participation in the “Killer
Audition” classes in Everett, one year prior to his audition.

“It helped with learning not to be nervous in an audition.
[t taught how to use the body and hands to further express
what you're saying,” concluded McFalls. “I got to work
with other people who enjoy doing what I do.”

John Farrey, a Bye Bye Birdie ensemble cast member, is 16
and has over 10 years of experience with the KIDSTAGE

program.

“Recently, | have been helping to teach
KIDSTAGE classes and choreograph
shows. This has probably prepared me the
said Farrey. “To teach a
dance step or a harmony, you not only

most for Birdie,”

need to show how it’s done, you have to
explain it. The professional atmosphere
of KIDSTAGE also helped prepare me for
Birdie. | was surprised how prepared I felt
for Birdie auditions. It was not so much
the last minute prep, but the deep back-
ground that paid off.”

Another Bye Bye Birdie ensemble
member, Brandon Peterson, 20, has
extensive KIDSTAGE experience,
performing several roles in SummerStock
productions, including Ren (Footloose)
and Joseph (Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat).

“KIDSTAGE has offered me the opportunity to experience
the way professional musicals are done,” commented
Peterson. “Even though it is a youth theatre production,
we're treated like professionals and we strive to create a
professional production.”

Peterson also performed in Last Exit in 2005, an original
musical that tackled the issue of teen suicide, where he
helped develop the role of the lead Caius as a collaborative
effort with other KIDSTAGE peers and adult mentors.

However, not every youthful Bye Bye Birdie cast member

received KIDSTAGE training.

Brandon Peterson as Joseph

in the KIDSTAGE SummerStock
production of Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.
Photo by Jean Johnson.

“The only acting course I can remember taking was
through Seattle Children’s Theatre during the summer of
1999,” said Cara Rudd, 20, who will be performing the role
of Kim MacAfee.

Rudd has been on stage with The 5th Avenue Theatre for
several performances, most recently in 2005 as Liesl

VonTrapp in The Sound of Music.

“I believe this on-stage experience
helped me tremendously with my
audition for Bye Bye Birdie. In fact,
because I've never performed with
Village Theatre, I'm thrilled I was given
a leading role,” continued Rudd.

Sixteen-year-old Jack Jarvis’ interest in
acting led him to some of the advanced

KIDSTAGE classes.

“I started by taking the ‘Steve Tomkins
Studio’ classes which were really helpful
and inspiring. After that, I went on to
take one ballet class and one tap class.
These classes were taught mostly by
[KIDSTAGE instructor] Natalie
Backman who got me into acting in the
first place. She has been a huge help to
me,” said Jarvis.

In June 2006, Jarvis performed in the ensemble of the
KIDSTAGE SummerStock production of Pippin. Now as a
Bye Bye Birdie ensemble member, this will be his first
Mainstage appearance.

To register for Spring 2007 KIDSTAGE classes,
please call (425) 392-1942 x148 for Issaquah or
(425) 257-6371 for Everett and Stanwood locations.
Program and course descriptions, registration forms,
and financial assistance forms, are available online at
www.villagetheatre.org.

Portland Taiko — The Power of Percussion

\illa,aelhealre

unexplored territory with its innovative and provocative creations.

“Their performance at times felt more like a Broadway show, demonstrating that the
taiko, which crossed the Pacific to the U.S. over four decades ago, has transformed into
remarked Brandon Jiro Hayashi of

something that can truly be called American taiko,”

The Hawai'i Herald.

The word “taiko” means “great drum” in Japanese. The art form has its roots in ancient
Japanese traditions and is utilized to enhance religious ceremonies, community festivals,

stablished in 1994, Portland Taiko Ensemble

is an award-winning Asian American

drumming ensemble and the only profession-
al taiko company in the Pacific Northwest. The
performers weave rhythm, melody, humor, and
movement together into an exhilarating musical
experience. By combining traditional and contem-
porary compositions with choreography, Portland
Taiko Ensemble takes Asian American music into

' !ortland Taiko

and theater. One impressive aspect of taiko is the sheer size of the instruments: the largest
drum Portland Taiko Ensemble performs on tour is the Shoji O-daiko, weighing in at 350
pounds, spanning three feet in diameter, and requiring six people to lift.

Village Theatre’s Pied Piper series welcomed Portland Taiko to energetic crowds in March
2005 and the ensemble is back by popular demand.

“The Pied Piper Series is one of our favorites,” said artistic co-director Teresa Enrico. “We
are so happy to be returning once again! The theatres are great venues to perform in, the
staff is wonderful, and our shows are always packed with enthusiastic audience members
that really respond to the power of the taiko.”

This uplifting cultural experience can be experienced by you and your family at the

Everett Performing Arts Center on Sunday, February 4, 2007 at 2:00 and 4:00 PM.

School performances will be presented on weekdays at three locations: MclIntyre Hall
in Mount Vernon on January 31, 2007 at 10:00 AM; the Everett Performing Arts
Center on February 1, 2007 at 10:00 AM and noon, and February 2, 2007 at 10:00 AM;

and the Theatre at Meydenbauer Center in Bellevue on February 13, 2007 at 10:00 AM
and noon, and February 14, 2007 at 10:00 AM.

Call (425) 257-8600 for Pied Piper single ticket information or call (425) 257-6343 to

book a school performance. Additional information is available at www.villagetheatre.org.

Youth Education Sponsors
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applicants to be accepted into the festival.
However, when authors Skip Kennon and
Fred Landau learned they had a slot, they
initially chose to forgo the honor, worried
that they couldn’t do the show justice

given time constraints, schedules, and

logistics.

“After the Village Theatre Festival
turned out to be such a wonderful
experience, we went back to
NYMEF to ask if we could still do a
reading and, happily, NYMF
found a way to let us do it,”
revealed Kennon and Landau.

Director David Bennett (The Last
Starfighter, Man of La Mancha,
Once On This Island), will also
return to helm the project, work-
ing in close collaboration with
Kennon and Landau to bring the
musical to life again. Bennett was
excited to come back to the show
because, “I think it’s a great show;
it’s a smart adaptation of a popular
movie—theatrical, thrilling, mov-
ing, and funny.”

“The Last Starfighter is destined to make a
big splash, and being part of NYMF is a
great next step toward that,” stated associ-
ate artistic director Brian Yorkey.

Another hit from the Festival was The
Million Dollar Quartet, a rocking musical
featuring the music of Johnny Cash, Elvis

Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis, and many others.
The Million Dollar Quartet graduates to a
full scale production (meaning full set,
lights, and costumes) this November and
December when it debuts at Seaside
Musical Theatre in Daytona, Florida. As
with The Last Starfighter, Village Theatre

was honored with having its own personnel

The Million Dollar Quartet. From left to right: Chris Jones (Jay
Perkins), Craig Bonacorsi (Elvis Presley), Lance Guest (Johnny
Cash), Rob Lyons (Carl Perkins). Photo by Team Photogenic.

attached to the project; Brian Yorkey will
return to the show to take on the direction
of the musical in Daytona.

“I like this piece. I like the challenge of it—
the need to strike a balance between the
truth of the story and the performances of
the songs. These five guys [Sam Phillips,
Elvis, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, and

Carl Perkins]| are responsible for so much of
what we know of as rock and roll. And they
were fascinating men,” commented Yorkey.

Fairystories, which premiered at the Fifth
Annual Festival of New Musicals in
August of 2005 and returns in December to
First Stage Theatre as a developmental pro-
duction, had a very busy year
and a half in between its
Village Theatre appearances.
After its Festival reading,
Fairystories had two readings in
Los Angeles, as well as a
month-long run in Chicago.
Even with readings and pro-
ductions around the country,
however, writer Paul Graham
Brown wanted to bring
Fairystories back to Village
Theatre because, “I like the
way Village Theatre has a clear
path along which a piece can
grow; a series of presentations
adding production elements bit
by bit. The opportunity that
Village Theatre provides for
the development of a new
piece is second to none.”

From the Festival and beyond these new
musicals, along with other Festival alumni,
are off to a bright future.

To become a Village Originals Member and
be a part of the new musical developmental
process, contact the Issaquah Box Office at
(425) 392-2202 or visit www.villagethe-

atre.org for more information.

303 Front Street North
Issaquah, WA 98027

www.villagetheatre.org
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