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Performance Preview Guide for The King and I
Performances: 

In Issaquah: Francis J. Gaudette Theatre, 303 Front Street North, Issaquah

November 14, 2007–January 6, 2008
Wednesday through Saturday: 8:00 PM

Sundays and selected Saturdays: 2:00 PM

Selected Tuesdays: 7:30 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM

In Everett: Everett Performing Arts Center, 2710 Wetmore Avenue, Everett

January 11–27, 2008
Wednesdays through Saturdays: 8:00 PM 

Saturdays and Sundays: 2:00 PM

Sundays: 7:00 PM
Patrons have different ideas of what material or themes are appropriate for them or their families. For this reason, we provide the following information:

The Production

· Tracing back to an era where East and West were divided, The King and I is the story of Anna, an English school teacher who is hired by the King of Siam to teach his many sons and daughters. Initially met with conflict, Anna and the King learn to see past their differences and develop a special bond. This lovable classic, infused with the unforgettable tunes of “Getting to Know you” and “Shall we Dance”, is a pleasure for the whole family. 
Versions available to preview: The 1956 move, The King and I, starring Deborah Kerr as Anna and Yul Brynner as the King. Another version said to be based on the true story behind the musical was made in 1999, titled Anna and the King, starring Jodie Foster as Anna and Yun-Fat Chow as the King.
Production length: Approximately two and a half hours, with a one 15-minute intermission. 

Synopsis: Taking place in the 1860s, the widowed Mrs. Anna Leonowens arrives in Bangkok with her young son Louis to teach English to the children of the royal household. The King wishes to absorb western knowledge, but is sometimes conflicted over how to reconcile western ways with his own. His efforts remain constant as he tries to ‘civilize’ their culture and refute his reputation as a ‘barbarian’. Equally strong willed, Anna is deeply upset that the King chooses not to honor their salary and housing agreement. However, once she meets his children—all 67 of them—she decides to stay and help.
Meanwhile, a new slave for the king named Tuptim, a gift from the king of Burma, befriends "Mrs. Anna" and borrows her copy of Uncle Tom's Cabin. She later transforms it into the Siamese ballet Small House of Uncle Thomas, which is presented to a host of emissaries from Great Britain as a solution to the King’s dilemma of being called a ‘barbarian’. After the performance, Tuptim tries to escape with her lover Lun Tha, in which Anna sees, but promises not to say anything to the King; however, Tuptim is apprehended by the King’s secret police and her lover killed. Anna urges the King not to beat the girl; he states he will do so anyway, until Anna stops his actions by pointing out that his actions are the very definition of ‘barbaric’, causing the King to flee the scene, broken and confused. The King hides himself away and falls into ill health. After humiliating the King, Anna decides it is best to leave. 

Just as Anna is about to board her ship, she is told that the King is dying. She joins the King for one last meeting, surrounded by his many wives and children, all begging her not to go. When the King passes, she decides to stay in order to help his young son, Crown Prince Chulalongkorn -- her favorite pupil -- to rule his people and learn the ways of reigning a country.

Script Content Details

Please note: the following information contains plot spoilers.

Violence: The Siamese culture is very harsh, though not barbaric, resulting in the King ordering Tuptim to be whipped as they are apprehended during their escape from the palace, although in the end she is not. There is also the implication that Tuptim is executed thereafter. 
Sexual content: The secret young lovers, Tuptim and Lun Tha are madly in love and hold on to every moment they are lucky enough to share with each other. Signs of appreciation, namely kissing, is involved between them. 
Language: Anna is a proper English school teacher and the King is striving to refine his character and culture, thus they do not produce any inappropriate language.
Substances: No substances are used. 
