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Performance Preview Guide for Elton John and Tim Rice’s AIDA
Performances: 

In Issaquah: Francis J. Gaudette Theatre, 303 Front Street North, Issaquah

May 14–July 6, 2008

Wednesday through Saturday: 8:00 PM

Sundays and selected Saturdays: 2:00 PM

Selected Tuesdays: 7:30 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM
In Everett: Everett Performing Arts Center, 2710 Wetmore Avenue, Everett

July 11–27, 2008

Wednesdays through Saturdays: 8:00 PM 

Saturdays and Sundays: 2:00 PM

Sundays: 7:00 PM
Patrons have different ideas of what material or themes are appropriate for them or their families. For this reason, we provide the following information:

The Production

· An enslaved Nubian princess. A privileged daughter of an Egyptian Pharaoh. The soldier they both love. And a love triangle that could alter history forever. Based on Giuseppe Verdi's classic opera, Elton John and Tim Rice's Tony and Grammy-winning pop-rock powerhouse turns the legendary tale of AIDA into an exhilarating and rousing musical event. Bursting with energy and teeming with vibrant song and dance, AIDA is an epic tale of loyalty, betrayal, and forbidden love you will never forget.
Versions available to preview: In 2000, a cast recording of the original Broadway production was released. 
Production length: Approximately two-hours, with a one 15-minute intermission. Exact length to be determined.

Synopsis: 

AIDA opens in a scene at a modern day museum, where a man and a woman are intrigued by a pair of mannequins dressed in ancient Royal Egyptian clothes and begin to circle the case. Suddenly, as if we are in a dream, we are taken back to the sands of Egypt, where Captain Radames has captured a new round of Nubian slaves for the mighty Egyptian Pharaoh. One of these slaves is the heroic Aida, who is mistaken as a simple commoner, but really is the daughter of the Nubian King.
Aida immediately draws attention to herself by opposing orders and displaying an amount of character unusual to slaves which results in her assignment to the daughter of the Pharaoh, Princess Amneris, who is engaged to Captain Radames.

Yet, attracted to her boldness, intellegence, and beauty, Captain Radames pursues Aida. As she gets to know Radames, Aida learns he is not like the othe Egyptians. The two fall in love and must hide their true feelings from the Pharaoh and all of Egypt. The complications of their relationship will reveal to be challenging, as Captian Radames is already engaged and he holds Aida’s people captive, but in the end, love will prevail and will help them make the right choice for their true destinies. 
Script Content Details

Please note: the following information contains plot spoilers.

Violence: The tension between Egyptians and the Nubians is constantly tested and teased, and the capture of Nubian slaves leads the slaves into harsh conditions of whipping. Later on, the Nubian king (Aida’s father) is captured and sentenced to an execution in which he escapes. Finally, this exhilarating adventure is concluded when Radames and AIDA are put to death. None of these scenes are shown explicitly on stage.
Sexual content: The carefree and frivolous daughter of the Pharaoh leads her life with pleasure and being hopelessly in love with Captain Radames, beckons him to her bed in one pivotal scene. She constantly attempts to display her affection and hopes for a reciprocated response, yet is left with nothing. Captain Radames does not requite her love as he is absorbed by Aida and together they share several secret passionate kisses under the moonlight and sexual encounters under the cover of his authority.  
Language: There is little to no harsh language included in this production, namely the only inclusion would be name calling in a few instances.  
Substances: A sub-plot unfolds in which the Pharaoh is poisoned. No substances included.  
