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Performance Preview Guide for 
The Importance of Being Earnest
Performances: 
In Issaquah: Francis J. Gaudette Theatre, 303 Front Street North, Issaquah

January 21-March 1, 2009
Wednesday through Saturday: 8:00 PM

Sundays and selected Saturdays: 2:00 PM

Selected Tuesdays: 7:30 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM

In Everett: Everett Performing Arts Center, 2710 Wetmore Avenue, Everett

March 6-March 29, 2009
Wednesdays through Saturdays: 8:00 PM 

Saturdays and Sundays: 2:00 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM
Patrons have different ideas of what material or themes are appropriate for them or their families. For this reason, we provide the following information:

The Production:
When two hapless gentlemen grow tired of their restrictive lifestyles, they create a series of elaborate lies leading to a twisted labyrinth of conflict and hilarity. Forced to acknowledge their duties and responsibilities by their respective love interests, these gentlemen realize the true importance of being earnest. Set in late Victorian England, this tale of high society is sure to cause a stir of laughter and merriment. 
Versions available to preview: 
2004 movie version, starring Colin Firth, Rupert Everett, Frances O’Connor, and Reese Witherspoon, and 1952 movie version, starring Michael Redgrave, Michael Denison, and Edith Evans.
Production length: 
Approximately two-hours with one 15-minute intermission. Exact length to be determined.
Synopsis: 
The play opens in London, where Jack Worthing, under the assumed name of Earnest, is visiting his friend Algernon Moncrieff. Algernon interrogates Jack and discovers his two identities—Jack in the country and Earnest in the city—, consequently revealing his own deception: a fictitious invalid friend named Bunbury whom he uses to get out of uninteresting engagements. Algernon’s overbearing aunt, Lady Bracknell, and her daughter, Gwendolen, arrive soon after Jack. When Lady Bracknell has left the room, Jack, as Earnest, proposes to Gwendolen, who joyfully accepts. She reveals her dream of marrying a man named Earnest, only to be disappointed when Lady Bracknell returns and forbids them to marry because of Jack’s lack of social connections. Jack tells the story of how he was found in a handbag in a train station when he was a baby. 

Jack returns to the country and tells Reverend Chasuble, and the governess Miss Prism that his prodigal brother “Earnest” has died from a severe chill; simultaneously, Algernon has arrived at Jack’s country house and introduced himself as Jack’s brother Earnest to Cecily, Jack’s ward. Within minutes of meeting, Algernon and Cecily fall in love and are soon engaged to be married. Cecily tells him that it has always been her dream to marry a man named Earnest; Algernon consequently leaves to make an appointment to be baptized with the name Earnest. As he leaves, Gwendolen arrives to see Jack, and is shocked to find Cecily, who also claims to be engaged to Earnest Worthing. They are coldly polite to each other until Jack and Algernon arrive, and the girls realize that neither of them is engaged to a man named Earnest. Indignant, they refuse to speak to the men, but Jack and Algernon sweet talk them into forgiveness.
 All is well until Lady Bracknell enters and again forbids Gwendolen and Jack to marry. She endorses the marriage of Algernon and Cecily, once she learns of Cecily’s fortune, but Jack refuses to give Cecily consent to marry unless he is allowed to marry Gwendolen. Miss Prism enters, and Lady Bracknell recognizes her. She reveals that twenty-eight years earlier, Miss Prism was a governess in the Bracknell household, and one day disappeared along with the baby. Miss Prism explains that, in a fit of absent-mindedness, she placed a manuscript for her novel in the baby carriage and the baby in her handbag; which she left at the train station by accident. Hearing this, Jack produces the handbag in which he was found, and it becomes clear that Jack is the same baby which Miss Prism confused for a manuscript. Lady Bracknell then tells him that he is her nephew and Algernon’s elder brother. They realize that, as he was named after his father, his name actually is Earnest. The play ends with Jack and Gwendolen, Algernon and Cecily, and Dr. Chasuble and Miss Prism all becoming happily engaged. 
Script Content Details

Please note: the following information contains plot spoilers.

Violence: None.
Sexual content: Mild flirting between Jack and Gwendolen, Algernon and Cecily, and Canon Chasuble and Miss Prism. There is brief kissing, mostly on the cheek, sometimes fervent, but within keeping of the Victorian period and social restraints of the time. 
Language: None
Substances: References to champagne, wine, sherry, and cigarettes throughout the play. 
Other: Many comments on baptism, and a brief negative comment on Anabaptists. 
