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Performance Preview Guide for Stunt Girl
Performances: 

In Issaquah: Francis J. Gaudette Theatre, 303 Front Street North, Issaquah

March 18-April 26, 2009
Wednesday through Saturday: 8:00 PM

Sundays and selected Saturdays: 2:00 PM

Selected Tuesdays: 7:30 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM

In Everett: Everett Performing Arts Center, 2710 Wetmore Avenue, Everett

May 1-24, 2009
Wednesdays through Saturdays: 8:00 PM 

Saturdays and Sundays: 2:00 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM
Patrons have different ideas of what material or themes are appropriate for them or their families. For this reason, we provide the following information:

The Production:
Before tabloid television, before the paparazzi, back when the news business was new...she was the original sensation. Nellie Bly was a groundbreaking investigative journalist, an intrepid world traveler, and a captain of industry — all in a time before America gave women the right to vote. Bridging the years from the turn of the twentieth century to the First World War, this remarkable woman comes to tuneful life in the rollicking new musical Stunt Girl, a fast and funny account of her life and loves, her hopes and heartbreak, and her fascinating times.
Versions available to preview: None. This is a new musical making its World Premiere at Village Theatre.
Production length: Approximately two-hours, with one 15-minute intermission. Exact length to be determined.
Synopsis: 

The story begins in 1888 with Elizabeth Cochran – soon to write under the alias Nellie Bly – scouring the local New York City newspapers for a job as a journalist. Her hard work and persistence land her in the office of Mr. Pulitzer himself, the editor-in-chief of the New York World. After much debate and harassment from the all-male staff, Mr. Pulitzer agrees to let Nellie write a story on the Women’s Lunatic Asylum if she can convince a team of doctors that she is crazy enough to be admitted. After the success of this first stunt, Nellie becomes the first female journalist employed by the New York World.
As Nellie continues with her stunts she becomes more famous by the minute. Meanwhile she develops a romantic interest in her co-worker Arthur, whom she fears will eventually become threatened by her success. Soon enough a problem arises leaving Nellie and Arthur’s relationship on the rocks.  Coincidentally, Nellie is asked out by the millionaire Robert Seaman, the owner of an iron manufacturing company, who takes pleasure in Nellie’s smarts and persistent nature, and she accepts. Shortly thereafter he proposes marriage, offering Nellie the opportunity to help him run his wildly successful business.
To escape the pressure of addressing the proposal right away, Nellie sets off on her grandest stunt adventure yet: a trip around the world in 80 days or less! Upon her return, much to the chagrin of Arthur and Mr. Pulitzer, Nellie accepts Robert’s proposal and quits the New York World using the marriage as an opportunity to taste the power that money can give. Yet, after only three months of marriage, Nellie realizes that she hasn’t been given any of the power she was promised. As she prepares to split with her husband Robert, there is a tragic accident and he dies leaving the business in her hands.  It is around this time that Mr. Pulitzer passes on the position of editor-in-chief to Arthur.
As Nellie begins to feel as if her life is coming together, she is rudely awakened to the fact that the men who work for her deceased husband’s company have been lying to her about the finances and she finds the she has inadvertently driven the company into bankruptcy. After this realization, Nellie has a brief and unsuccessful stint in court, and ultimately flees to Europe to sort out her financial woes. Not long after her arrival in Europe, World War I strikes. Naturally, Arthur and the New York World want the inside scoop on the battles being fought and Nellie just happens to be there in Europe to capture it. This twist of fate leads Nellie back to Arthur and ultimately, back to her first love, journalism.
Script Content Details

Please note: the following information may contain plot spoilers.

Violence: There are no major bouts of violence in this production although there is a scene in which the protagonist encounters women living in an unclean and unsafe insane asylum.
Sexual content: Scattered brief kisses and one passionate kiss between male and female characters. 
Language: Extremely mild language. For example, the following phrase is used, “I’m in hell!”
Substances: There is one scene in which Arthur offers Nellie “wine, beer or coffee.” These two characters have a brief scene where they both have a glass of wine together in celebration of a big stunt they pulled off earlier that day.
Others: The opening song of the show includes lyrics that are to be identified as headlines and these headlines are more often than not negative and sometimes gruesome. For example, “NUDE CORPSE FOUND IN LOVE NEST.”
