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Performance Preview Guide for Show Boat
Performances: 

In Issaquah: Francis J. Gaudette Theatre, 303 Front Street North, Issaquah

May 10-July 3, 2009
Wednesday through Saturday: 8:00 PM

Sundays and selected Saturdays: 2:00 PM

Selected Tuesdays: 7:30 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM

In Everett: Everett Performing Arts Center, 2710 Wetmore Avenue, Everett

July 10-August 2, 2009
Wednesdays through Saturdays: 8:00 PM 

Saturdays and Sundays: 2:00 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM
Patrons have different ideas of what material or themes are appropriate for them or their families. For this reason, we provide the following information:

The Production

· One of the most majestic scores in musical theatre buoys this sweeping tale of passion, pride, love, and betrayal. From masters Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammerstein II, Show Boat spans five decades in the lives of Cap'n Andy Hawks and his troupe of entertainers, a vivid chronicle of changing lives in changing times, and one of the groundbreaking musicals of the last century. Climb aboard for unforgettable classics like "Ol' Man River," "Bill," and "Can't Help Lovin' Dat Man."
Versions available to preview: There is a film version of this show available, however many aspects of the original story were changed. The novel which this show is based on is also available.
Production length: Approximately two and a half hours, with one 15-minute intermission. Exact length to be determined.
Synopsis: 

The story spans 47 years, beginning aboard the show boat Cotton Blossom as it arrives at the river dock in Natchez, Mississippi. Cap'n Andy Hawks, owner of the showboat, introduces all of his actors to an excited crowd on the levee. Almost immediately, a fist fight breaks out between Steve Baker, the leading man of the troupe, and Pete, a rough, coarse engineer. Pete had been making passes at Steve's wife, Julie La Verne, the company's leading lady. As the fight ensues Cap’n Andy quickly pretends the quarrel is a preview from the show in order to appease the crowd.

A handsome riverboat gambler, Gaylord Ravenal, appears on the levee. He is charmed by Magnolia Hawks, an aspiring performer and the daughter of Cap'n Andy and his wife Parthy Ann. Magnolia is likewise smitten with Ravenal and excitedly goes inside the boat to tell her friend Julie about the handsome stranger. As she announces that she is in love, Julie and Magnolia discuss the possibilities of loving this man, and Julie begins to sing a tune most commonly sung amongst “colored folk” called “Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat Man”.

Later that evening, the sheriff comes aboard the show boat to arrest Julie and Steve because Julie is secretly a mulatto woman married to white man, which was a legitimate crime at the time. This incident forces the couple to leave town. As they prepare to leave, Gaylord Ravenal returns asking for passage on the boat; his gambling has cost him the boat ticket he planned to use to leave town. Noticing Ravenal's good looks, Andy immediately hires him as the new leading man, and suggests, over Parthy's objections, that Magnolia be the new leading lady. 
Weeks later, Magnolia and Gaylord are an enormous hit with the crowds and have fallen deeply in love. Gaylord proposes to Magnolia and she accepts. The two are married while Parthy is out of town: she can do nothing, despite her disapproval of Gaylord.

Many years pass; Gaylord and Magnolia have moved to Chicago with their daughter, Kim, and have very little money, having been reduced to renting a room in a cheap boarding house. Depressed and shamed by his inability to support his family, Gaylord leaves Magnolia. Meanwhile, Frank and Ellie, two actors from the show boat, come to visit Magnolia. These old friends seek a singing job for Magnolia at the Trocadero, the club where they are doing a New Year's show. Unbeknownst to Magnolia, Julie, abandoned by Steve and now a drunken cabaret singer at the Trocadero, hears Magnolia singing "Can't Help Lovin' Dat Man" for her audition. Julie secretly abandons her position so that Magnolia can fill it, and Magnolia never learns of her sacrifice.

On New Year's Eve, Cap’n Andy, in Chicago with Parthy for a surprise visit, ends up at the Trocadero club without Parthy. He is unaware of Magnolia's presence, only to discover her choked with emotion and nearly being booed off stage. Andy rallies the crowd to her defense by standing up and initiating a grand sing-along of the old song "After the Ball". Magnolia becomes a great musical star.

More than 20 years pass; it is now 1927. Magnolia has become an international star of the stage and radio. Cap'n Andy has a chance meeting with Ravenal, and, knowing that Magnolia is retiring from the stage and returning to the Cotton Blossom with Kim, arranges for a reunion. The story comes to a close as Ravenal asks Magnolia to take him back in the final scene, to which she accepts.
Script Content Details

Please note: the following information contains plot spoilers.

Violence: There is one brief argument that leads to a punch in the face very early on in the show. There is also a scene in which Steve runs a blade across his wife, Julie’s finger, and then sucks the bloods out in an effort to prove that he has a drop of a black person’s blood in him.
Sexual content: Ravenal and Magnolia kiss throughout the play, nothing too passionate however.
Language: There is a scene with reference to the term “nigger blood” and use of such racially descriptive words as “nigger,” “negro,” “colored folk,” and “negress.” There is also use of the words “damn” and “hell.”
Substances: Parthy smokes a cigarette in one scene later in the production.  Andy is drunk and there are other drunks around him in the latter half of Act II.
Other: A strong theme within this show has to do with racial tensions. 
