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Performance Preview Guide for Meet Me in St. Louis
Performances: 

In Issaquah: Francis J. Gaudette Theatre, 303 Front Street North, Issaquah

November 11, 2009–January 3, 2010 Wednesday through Saturday: 8:00 PM

Sundays and Saturdays: 2:00 PM

Selected Tuesdays: 7:30 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM

In Everett: Everett Performing Arts Center, 2710 Wetmore Avenue, Everett

January 8–January 31, 2010
Wednesdays through Saturdays: 8:00 PM 

Saturdays and Sundays: 2:00 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM
Patrons have different ideas of what material or themes are appropriate for them or their families. For this reason, we provide the following information:

The Production:
Adapted from the beloved film, Meet Me in St. Louis is a heartwarming American classic that tells a story of happiness and family love that all ages will enjoy. As the curtain rises on the famous World's Fair in 1904, this extraordinary musical follows the Smith family and the move that threatens to change their lives forever. Memorable tunes like "The Trolley Song," "Meet Me in St. Louis," and "Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas" will have you singing along in no time.
Versions available to preview: The movie musical version starring Judy Garland is available.
Production length: Approximately two-hours, with one 15-minute intermission. Exact length to be determined.
Synopsis:
Please note: the following information may contain plot spoilers.

Act I

The musical opens with the title song sung by the Smith family, with Mr. and Mrs. Smith, their children Lon (nineteen), Rose (eighteen), Esther (seventeen), Agnes (twelve), Tootie (six), Mr. Smith’s father, and their Irish maid, Katie. Afterwards, the quirky but tight-knit family discusses eating dinner early because Rose is expecting a phone call from her suitor, Warren Sheffield. In the meantime, Rose notices John Truitt outside, a neighbor whom Esther loves. Rose and Esther go outside to see if John will talk to Esther, but they are unsuccessful. Rose’s attempts to talk to Warren are also foiled as Mr. Smith insists on having dinner at the normal time. When she finally gets Warren on the phone however, she is disappointed that he asked about her health instead of proposing. 


Next we see the Smith siblings and friends at Lon’s going away party because he is leaving for Princeton soon. Warren is present as a guest, and he serenades Rose about her beauty, attempting to make her happy again after the disappointing call the night before. Later on while they are talking, Agnes and Tootie appear at the party and they sing a song with Esther at the request of the party guests. At the end of the party Esther asks John to accompany her while she turns out the lights in the house. He sings a touching ballad to her, and she is disappointed when he leaves after giving her a handshake instead of a kiss.

Act II

At the top of Act II, Rose and Esther are feeling completely frustrated by the men in their lives, so Katie gives them advice with her Irish wisdom. Because it is Halloween, Tootie and Agnes try to play pranks on the neighbors until Tootie screams and we see that she has been badly hurt. She swears that John Truitt has hit her in the face, but we later find out that Tootie was accidentally knocked down after John tried to save them from getting caught for their prank. Esther is angry with John at first, but after hearing what really happened, she apologizes and they share a tender moment. 


When Mr. Smith informs the family that they will be moving to New York, he is surprised to be met with resistance and not excitement. The family wants to stay in St. Louis where they have made roots in the community, and where the World’s Fair will be held. Mr. Smith is greatly frustrated that his family resents him for taking a job that will provide for them, and that they would rather stay in St. Louis than go to the metropolis of New York. He tells them that they can stay for one last Christmas in St. Louis, but this is no consolation for the children, especially Esther who wants to stay at home to finish high school and be near to John Truitt. 


It is now Christmas Eve and the Smith siblings are discussing the Christmas Eve Ball. Lon would have liked to go with Lucille Ballard, but he waited too long to ask her. Rose is also left without a date because she refused Warren twice, so he asked Lucille to go with him instead. Because both of them are in the same boat, Katie suggests that they go with each other. Esther and Rose, blaming Lucille for their position, decide to fill Lucille’s dance card with the most unattractive men in St. Louis. To Esther’s dismay, she cannot go with John because his suit is still at the tailor’s, so Grandpa volunteers to accompany her instead. 


At the ball, Rose and Lon meet with Lucille and Warren, and realizing their positions, Lucille suggests for Lon and Warren to switch partners. Esther finds them, and not realizing that Warren is now Rose’s date, she offers the new dance card to Lucille. After she finally realizes what has happened, she gives her own dance card to Lucille, keeping the terrible dance card. After dancing with the worst men in St. Louis, Esther is overjoyed to see John Truitt, who has finally found a suit to wear. Later on, we see Esther crying tears of joy because John has proposed, and she has accepted. 


Back at the Smith’s house, just as Esther is trying to convince Tootie that moving won’t be so bad, Mr. Smith informs the family that they won’t be moving at all. Overjoyed at this news, the family is briefly interrupted by Warren, who tells Rose that they will be getting married and that she cannot refuse him any longer.


After the Smith family has received such good news, we see them as they behold the spectacle of the World’s Fair in their own town. Now that their wishes have been fulfilled, the musical ends on a joyful and heart-warming note. 

Script Content Details 
Please note: the following information may contain plot spoilers. 
  

Violence: Verbal threats between siblings, but it is done in a joking manner. 
  

Sexual content: Two scenes in which a man and woman kiss. 

Language: No swearing. 

  

Substances: The youngest daughter sings part of a song about being drunk, but it is merely a joke. 

