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Performance Preview Guide for Lost in Yonkers

Performances: 

In Issaquah: Francis J. Gaudette Theatre, 303 Front Street North, Issaquah

January 20 – February 28, 2010
Wednesday through Saturday evenings: 8:00 PM, 
Sundays and selected Saturdays: 2:00 PM,
selected Tuesday evenings: 7:30 PM
and selected Sunday evenings: 7:00 PM

In Everett: Everett Performing Arts Center, 2710 Wetmore Avenue, Everett

March 5 – 28, 2010 
Wednesday through Saturday evenings: 8:00 PM, 
Saturday & Sunday Matinees: 2:00 PM
and selected Sunday evenings: 7:00 PM
Patrons have different ideas of what material or themes are appropriate for them or their families. For this reason, we provide the following information:

The Production:
The winner of four Tony Awards, including Best Play, and the Pulitzer Prize, Lost in Yonkers is a remarkable coming of age story. Two young brothers are forced to enter a dysfunctional household consisting of their formidable grandmother, their dim-witted aunt, and their Uncle Louie, a small-time thug. As comical as it is poignant, this Neil Simon masterwork is an examination of lives in an oppressive household, with a dramatic climax that is certain to leave you spellbound.
Versions available to preview: Lost in Yonkers, a 1993 film staring Richard Dreyfuss as Louie Kurnitz, and Mercedes Ruehl as Bella Kurnitz.

Production length: Approximately two-hours, with a one 15-minute intermission. Exact length to be determined.

Synopsis: 

Please note: the following information contains plot spoilers.

ACT I 

The play opens in 1942 in Yonkers, New York in an apartment above a candy store. Brothers Jay and Arty talk about how they dislike their Grandma Kurnitz and start telling jokes about everyone in the family and how they all have something wrong with them. 

The boy’s father Eddie tells the boys that he owes a loan shark $9,000, which he borrowed to help pay for their mothers hospital bills before she died. Eddie is forced to take a job out of town, and leaves the boys with their Grandmother and his sister Bella. The boys are not happy about this because their grandmother is seen to be mean and bitter.

Bella comes home distraught one day telling the boys how she has been seeing a man that works at the movie theatre named Johnny and has fallen in love with him. She professes that they are going to get married and open a restaurant together. The only catch is she needs $5,000 to open their restaurant. Bella goes on to tell the boys they need to help her think of a way to break the news to Grandma, because she is not going to be happy about Bella leaving. When the boys ask Bella where she’s going to get the money she tells them that Grandma Kurnitz has thousands of dollars hidden somewhere in the apartment that no one knows about. 

The boys decide to look for the money so they can send it to their father in hopes of him being able to come home sooner. After looking in the candy store and everywhere else for the money the boys are spooked when a strange man enters the apartment in the middle of the night. This man turns out to be their Uncle Louie, a small time thug. After the boys noticed that Louie had a gun on him, Louie struck a bargain with them. He agrees to pay them five dollars to keep their months shut about him being in town and to tell him if anyone comes looking for him. The boys agree even though Jay is hesitant about asking Louie if they would be doing anything illegal. Louie laughs and tells them no. 

ACT II

Act II opens with a letter from Eddie to his boys. Arty is sick in bed while Jay is downstairs working in the store. Jay comes in to the apartment with a bowl of soup for Arty who refuses to eat it. They talk about how Grandma Kurnitz is in a bad mood. 


Grandma Kurnitz enters the apartment asking why it takes so long to deliver soup. She tells Jay to go back down to the store and if anybody steals anything while he’s working, he will have to pay for it. She then sets her eyes on Arty and the untouched soup. Arty complains about how bad it smells, and refuses to eat it. Grandma then walks over to him tilts his head back and pours the soup in. Arty yells at her as she walks out the door. 


After Grandma leaves, Louie comes out of the bedroom Arty tells him that a guy came around looking for him. The guy said to tell him that, “Friday night the dance is over.” Louie and Arty have a conversation about Grandma Kurnitz and how she used to lock Louie up in the closet when he was younger, and he always would run away. Arty then asked him if he’s in trouble with those men. Louie tells him that he’s not in trouble, but that he is leaving tonight. Jay comes back into the apartment complaining about the money he owns Grandma, because of some kids that stole from the store. Jay hears that Louie is leaving and asks him to take him along. Jay tells him he needs to work and make some real money. Louie tells Jay he can’t come with him, because he needs to take care of Arty till his dad gets back. 


Later that night Bella sets up a dinner with the whole family before Louie leaves. This is the first time we meet Aunt Gert, a thirty something women with a small speech impediment. Bella sits everyone down after dinner to tell them about Johnny, and her plans for marriage. She has trouble explaining herself and asks Jay and Arty to ask her questions. The rest of the family is not happy about this. They all try to tell her he is taking advantage of her and that she can’t have children with this man. Bella starts to plead with her mother asking her approval to get married, but her mother just walks out of the room. 


Two days later, Arty and Jay are talking in the apartment about how no one has seen Bella since the fight. Gert is there trying to calm their mother down. The boys ask Gert if Bella is going to marry Johnny and if she’s ever coming back. Gert tells them she will be back. Soon after Gert leaves, Bella enters. The boys are happy to see her but they leave so she and Grandma can talk.


Bella and Grandma begin to talk, but is quickly escalates into an argument, Bella begins to tell her mother that she needs love and affection. She tells her mother she is not crazy or a child, but that she is a woman and needs to be treated as one. Grandma Kurnitz begins to show emotion, getting upset for the first time.


Nine months later, Arty and Jay are dressed up in the same outfits as the first day they came to that apartment. There is suitcase in the middle of the floor and they are talking about leaving. Bella enters shortly after, happy to have not missed them. Eddie comes out of Grandma’s bedroom not too long after asking the boys if they are ready to leave. Grandma Kurnitz comes out and says goodbye to them. Bella then starts dinner and tells Grandma that she has a new friend and is going to have them over for dinner soon.

Script Content Details

Please note: the following information contains plot spoilers.

Violence: 

· While there is no actual violence shown on stage, there is talk about killing, the mob, loan sharks, and about how the Grandmother used to punish her children by locking them in the closet and non-violently hitting them upside the head with objects or with the back of hand. 

· A gun is seen on stage and referenced to, but it is in a holster and not used. 

· There is talk of World War II. 

· There is a small struggle between the two brothers in Act I. 

· The brothers make joking comments when making fun of their Grandmother and how she’s going to chop off their legs. 

· Grandma pulls one of the boy’s head back forcing him to eat some soup.

Sexual content: 

· Kissing is talked about and takes place mainly on the cheek. 

· Bella talks about how when she was younger she let boys and men touch her and hold her. You never see these actions take place on stage, but it is mentioned. 

· There is a joking reference to how one of the boys has not fully matured yet. 

Language: 

· There are several scenes where charters say ‘Oh my God,’ ‘dammit,’ ‘Goddamn,’ ‘Goddammit,’ and ‘hell.’ There is an exclamation of the name ‘Jesus Christ.’
Other: 

· There is talk throughout the play about characters being crazy and needing to go to a “home” (mental hospital). 

· There is talk of cancer in Act I. 

· Racial reference to Japanese, Germans, Italians, Americans, and the Jewish religion, mainly when talking about World War II. An example of this is when a character states, “You think a German would let some Jew in Poland send nine thousand dollars to some Jew in Alabama.” 

· There is a part were Uncle Louie changes for bed on stage. 
