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Performance Preview Guide for 42nd Street
Performances: 

In Issaquah: Francis J. Gaudette Theatre, 303 Front Street North, Issaquah

May 12 - July 3, 2010
Wednesday through Saturday: 8:00 PM

Sundays and Saturdays: 2:00 PM

Selected Tuesdays: 7:30 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM

In Everett: Everett Performing Arts Center, 2710 Wetmore Avenue, Everett

July 9 - August 1, 2010
Wednesdays through Saturdays: 8:00 PM 

Saturdays and Sundays: 2:00 PM

Selected Sundays: 7:00 PM
Patrons have different ideas of what material or themes are appropriate for them or their families. For this reason, we provide the following information:

The Production:

A musical super-hit brimming with dazzling synchronized tap-dance and snappy tunes closes out Village Theatre's 30th Anniversary Season. Ingénue Peggy Sawyer, fresh from Pennsylvania, gets her big break in New York when the star of the show is injured in rehearsal. Watch as dreams come true in this glorious, Tony-award winning, musical celebration of Broadway. Tap along to your favorite musical numbers with "We're in the Money," "Shuffle Off to Buffalo," and "Lullaby of Broadway."
Versions available to preview: The movie musical version is available.

Production length: Approximately two-hours, with one 15-minute intermission. Exact length to be determined.

Synopsis: 

Please note: the following information may contain plot spoilers.

ACT I:

ACT I opens with an audition at the 42nd Street Theatre for the new musical “Pretty Lady”. Peggy Sawyer enters, eager to audition, but she is too late; the audition has come to an end. New to New York City, this small town girl has a lot to learn about show business. She catches the attention of Billy Lawlor, the leading man of “Pretty Lady”, who gets her to sing with him. As her confidence grows, she draws attention from the other performers, and she sells the song. Yet despite proving her talent, the dance director, Andy Lee, tells her to beat it.
Show director Julian Marsh, enters to tell the performers who had just auditioned that they have the job and they should get ready for some hard work. After Julian’s speech, one of the show’s writers, Maggie, notices that someone had left her purse on the piano. Billy realizes that it’s Peggy’s purse, and Maggie tells him that she will return it to her. 

Dorothy Brock, the show’s star, sweeps into the room.  It is known that the Diva can’t dance, but the fact that she is seeing the wealthy Abner Dillon—who will be funding the show—makes her an asset.  At Julian’s request, Dorothy performs a song from the show. 
A young man, Pat, steps in and greets Dorothy, who is surprised by his appearance. Pat and Dorothy are seeing each other secretly, and Dorothy asks him to go to her dressing room before Abner sees him. 

Peggy returns to the theatre to retrieve her purse. Upon seeing her, Maggie gives Peggy her purse and invites her to have lunch with her and some of the chorus girls. On the way, they teach Peggy some of the steps from the show and discover what a great dancer she is. After lunch, they dance their way back to the theatre, where Julian witnesses Peggy’s talent. He hires her as a chorus girl on the spot.

During rehearsal, Peggy faints during one of the routines. She is carried to Dorothy’s dressing room, where Pat waits for Dorothy. Dorothy walks in and orders Peggy to leave, just as Julian and Abner enter the dressing room as well. Julian, sensing that Pat is a bit more than a friend to Dorothy, tells Abner that Pat is Peggy’s boyfriend so he doesn’t suspect anything. 
Back on stage, Julian tells Dorothy to stop seeing Pat because it could jeopardize the play. After she refuses, Julian calls Nick Murphy—a gangster who owes him a favor—and asks him to send some thugs to persuade Pat to leave. Following the phone call, Maggie enters with the news that they booked the Arch Street Theatre in Philadelphia. The company is thrilled to get out of town.

Peggy and Pat enter the stage, where Pat is confronted by two of Nick Murphy’s thugs. They tell him that he needs to stop seeing Dorothy and one of the thugs punches Pat to make sure the message is clear. Pat then asks a young man in the company to leave a message with Dorothy saying that he has moved to Philadelphia. Clearly Pat is unaware of the news that the show just so happens to be opening it that very city…

Now in Philadelphia, the company is in the midst of dress rehearsal. Afterwards, they head to a party at the Regency Club where Dorothy has a bit too much to drink, and ends up throwing a drink in Abner’s face. Outraged, Abner threatens to pull her from the show. Maggie takes him aside to persuade him otherwise.

In her room, Dorothy frantically calls around town, trying to find Pat, who appears at her door. Meanwhile, Peggy overhears Julian calling Nick Murphy to send more thugs to get Pat out of the picture again. She goes up to Dorothy’s room to warn Pat. Before Pat and Peggy can explain the situation, Dorothy angrily shoos them away.

The next night is opening night of “Pretty Lady”.  The performance goes great until the finale of act one, when Peggy accidentally gets pushed into Dorothy, who falls down in pain. Julian orders for the curtain to fall, thus ending the show for the night. When Dorothy accuses Peggy of purposefully pushing her, Julian fires Peggy from the show.

ACT II

Moments later, the doctor reports that Dorothy has a broken ankle and cannot even stand, let alone perform in the show. At this, Julian announces that he’s closing the show. In the dressing rooms, the company mourns the loss of their jobs, until it occurs to them that Peggy is talented enough to replace Dorothy. Julian agrees that Peggy should take on the starring role and immediately chases after her to the train station. After Julian, and eventually the whole company, comes to the train station to convince her to take the role, Peggy resolutely agrees to do it.

Back in New York—where the show is now taking place instead of in Philadelphia—Peggy has thirty-six hours to learn twenty-five pages, six songs, and ten dance routines. We see a collage of the hours of grueling rehearsal. Right before the show must begin, Dorothy comes to Peggy’s dressing room to make amends, and Julian comes in to give Peggy a pep talk, as well as a surprising kiss.

The show begins. Peggy, delivers a brilliant performance. The show is a success, and she has lived out her dream of becoming a Broadway star. After the show, the company is elated and leaves to celebrate their success.

Script Content Details 

Please note: The following information may contain plot spoilers.
Violence: 

· A character gets punched by a thug.

Sexual Content: 

· There is use of the terms “sugar daddy,” “gigolo,” “panties,” and “sexy” – each terms is used only once.

· Julian and Peggy kiss toward the end of the play. 

Language: 

· There is use of the terms “ass” and “damn”.

Substances: 
· There is a party scene during which the characters drink alcohol.
· At one point of the show, two characters mention that love feels like a drug.
